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Ibn al-Hajib, the Grammarian and Denial of Causal Metaphor

The writer surveys the view prevalent among the known masters of
Balaghah from al-Jurjani down to al-Sakkaki about al-Majaz al-‘qli, causal
metaphor. After that he discusses the rare opinion held by Ibn al-Hajib who
denied such a category. The latter adhered to the primary definition of
metaphor that explained it in terms of any departure from the literal meaning of
a word. After examining this solitary view, the writer finds it unacceptable as it
fails to cover all shades of metaphorical uses employed in the Qur’an.
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