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Fatw; and the Principles of Preference in anaf! School

The writer provides insightfull probe in the juridical tradition of
fatw; in the anaf! School of Islamic law. After surveying the textual basis
of this tradition, he eleborates the historical expansion of this legal
institution alongside the judicial system of Islam. He clarifies the distinctive
roles of the two institutions and their mutual congruence in establishing
the writ of the Shar/’ah as reflected in the Muslim history. Thereafter, the
writer proceeds to shed light on the expansion of the institution of fatw; in
the “-anafJ School, giving an introduction to its authentic sources. The
writer also outlines the specific rules that guide the process of fatw; at
various levels of interpreting the law of Islam in the n—anafJ school.
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