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Research Methodology: A Critical Analysis of Contemporary
Islamic Sciences Methodology in Southeast Asia

Ahmad Fadil Yousuf*

Abstract:

This paper critically examines the research methodology employed in
Islamic Studies within Southeast Asia, highlighting a significant gap
in methodological consistency compared to other academic
disciplines. Despite the field's critical role in addressing challenges
within the Muslim world, academic institutions frequently overlook
the need for robust methodologies. While traditional approaches have
their merits, they often fall short in terms of innovation, efficiency,
and effectiveness, leading to research difficulties for scholars and
students. This study evaluates both traditional and Western research
methodologies within an Islamic epistemological framework,
identifying their respective strengths and weaknesses. It ultimately
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advocates for the development of a hybrid model that integrates the
best aspects of both approaches. Such a model has the potential to
revitalize research in Islamic Studies and enhance its ability to address
contemporary issues facing Muslim communities in Southeast Asia
and beyond.

Keywords: Research Methodology, Islamic Studies, Southeast Asia,

Hybrid Model, Traditional Approaches, Western Methodologies,
Islamic Epistemology.

Summary of the Article

In this research effort, the investigator conducted a thorough
examination of both traditional Islamic research methodology and
contemporary Western research approaches. The aim was to assess
the strengths and weaknesses of each method and to propose
recommendations for developing a new methodology that better
addresses the needs of Islamic researchers in Southeast Asia.
Contemporary discussions on Islamic research methodology require a
holistic understanding of knowledge, which contrasts with the
Western paradigm that separates divine knowledge from empirical
inquiry. Research findings must align with divine teachings and reject
reliance on superstitions, occult practices, or cultural customs. Islamic
researchers should carefully differentiate between authentic Islamic
principles and extraneous influences throughout their research
process.

Improving technological proficiency and language skills, particularly
in Arabic and English, is essential for Muslim researchers to enhance
data collection, analysis, and dissemination. Additionally, fostering
collaborative research efforts among Islamic countries in mutually
beneficial areas is recommended.
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Islamic academic institutions should promote a culture of flexibility
and innovation, encouraging researchers to trust in their capabilities.
A broader interpretation of "Islamic knowledge” and adaptation of
curricula to meet the evolving needs of students and the wider
community are crucial. Engaging students in research within approved
Islamic specializations will further advance scholarly development
within these institutions.

However, it is important to recognize that research methodologies in
Islamic Studies, especially in Southeast Asia, face challenges such as
limited access to sources, linguistic barriers, and the need to approach
religious and cultural practices with sensitivity. Therefore, the careful
integration of diverse methodologies, considering these challenges, is
vital for conducting comprehensive and respectful research in this
field.
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