L) il
2 2l (5 ralall

Sl 5 A 50 G (o () diese
CORNEIREMEWE
* A I da dons
Abstract

narration and composition of Zaid ibn ‘Al
(An Analytical study)

Saeed Mohammad Hamd Al-Marri *
Abstract:

This article critically examines the attribution of the book "Musnad
Zaid ibn ‘Al to its namesake through a two-pronged analysis
grounded in Hadith methodology. First, the text’s chain of
transmission is thoroughly scrutinized, revealing significant
discrepancies tafarud across twelve generations following Zaid. The
involvement of unreliable narrators further undermines the text’s
authenticity. Second, the historical reception of the book is analyzed,
with evidence suggesting its absence from scholarly circles between
the 3™ and 6" centuries. Notably, even Zaid’s close relatives and
prominent Zaidi imams, who closely followed his teachings, seemed
unaware of the book’s existence until its "discovery" by Ja far bin
Ahmad al-Bahlali. This historical anomaly, coupled with Ja far’s
role in presenting the text and its singular transmission chain, raises
strong suspicions regarding his potential authorship.

Keywords: Musnad, Tafarud, Transmission, zaid ibn ‘Ali,
Authorship Attribution.
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Summary of the Article

The " Musnad Zaid ibn ‘Al " is a compilation of Hadith attributed to
Zaid ibn ‘Alr, the grandson of Hussain ibn ‘Alr and a direct descendant
of Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him). Within Islamic
scholarship, there are varying perspectives on the authenticity of
Hadith collections, including the "Musnad Zaid ibn ‘Ali."

imam Zaid ibn ‘Alr, a renowned scholar and jurist, had a significant
following, including numerous family members and students.
However, a close examination of the knowledge preserved by his
Immediate disciples and family reveals a notable absence of any
reference to this particular book. Given that Zaid is recognized as the
founder of the Zaidi school of thought, it would be expected that the "
Musnad Zaid ibn ‘Ali," if part of his scholarly legacy, would be
referenced in the works of Zaidi jurists. Yet, no such references can
be found in their writings.

This article conducts a detailed investigation into the writings of imam
Zaid’s students and prominent Zaidi jurists from 240 A.H. to 566
A.H. Remarkably, none of these sources mention the existence of the
Musnad Zaid ibn ‘Ali. The complete absence of this book from the
knowledge of imam Zaid’s disciples and subsequent jurists over such
a long period raises critical questions deserving of scholarly
examination.

Regarding the chain of transmission, the narration of this book is
exclusively attributed to Ja ‘far bin Ahmad al-Bahlilt, who died in 573
Hijri. This chain is considered weak according to the principles of
Hadith science, as it includes narrators known for fabricating hadiths.
Consequently, the conclusion is that the " Musnad Zaid ibn ‘Alr "
lacks credibility due to its unreliable chain of transmission and its
absence from the writings of Zaidi scholars and imam Zaid’s
disciples. It appears to be a spurious creation by al-Bahlili, falsely
attributed to imam Zaid.
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Abdul Karim, al-’ansab (India: da’irat al-ma‘arif al-
nizamiat).

Abdul Rahman Al-Razi, al-jarh wa al-ta‘dil (bairit:
dar ihia’ al-turath, 1952).

Abdullah bin Hamza, al-shafi (manshurat dar maktabat
al-hartaf).

Ahmad bin Abdullah Al-Asbahani, al-musnad al-
mustakhraj ‘ala sahth muslim (bairat:dar al-kutub al-
‘ilmiat).

Ahmad bin Al-Hussain A-Baihagi, al-sunan al-kubra
(bairat:dar al-kutub al-‘ilmiat 2003 AD).

Ahmad bin Al-Hussain, sharh al-tajrid fi figh al-
zaidiat (Yaman: markaz al-turath wa al-buhith al-
yamni ).

Ahmad bin Ali Al-Asqalani, lisan al-mizan (India:
da’irat al-maarif al-nizamiaf).

Ahmad bin Sulaiman, wusal al-’ahkam al-Jam’
li’adilat al-halal wa al-haram (Jordan: mi’sasaf al-
imam zaid al-taqafiat ).

Ahmad Shakir, al-ta‘'liq ‘alai al-muhala (idarat al-
taba‘af al-muniriat).

10. Al- Khateeb Al-Baghdadi,
11.Al-Hussain bin Ahmad, al-raud al-nadir (bairit : dar

al-itl).

12.Ali bin Hibatullah, al-ikmal fi raf‘ al-artiab

(bairat:dar al-kutub al-‘ilmiat).
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13.Ali bin Umar Al-Dara Qutni, tarikh bagdad (bairit:
dar al-gharb al-islami , 2002).

14.Ali ibn Al-Hussain, magqatil al-talbiyin ( bairat:dar al-
ma rifaf).

15.Haji Khalifah, kashf al-zuniin ‘an asami al-kutb wa
al-funiin, (baghdad: maktabat al-mathna, 1941).

16. Ibn Hazam, al-muhala ( bairat : dar al-fikr)

17.1brahim bin Yaqoob, ahwal al-rijal ( faisal abad:
hadith akadimi )

18.1smail ibn Kathir, al-takmil fi al-Jarh wa al-ta‘dil
(markaz al-nu‘man lilbuhtt wa al-dirasat al-islamiat
2011).

19.Jaffar Al-Subhani, buhiith fi al-milal wa al-nahal
(mu’sasat al-imam al-sadiq).

20.Muhammad bin Abdullah Al-Hakim, al-madhl ila al-
sahth( bairiit: mii’sasat al-risalat -1404 AH).

21.Muhammad bin Ahmad Al-Dhabi, tarikh al-islam
(dar al-gharb al-islami, 2003),

22.Muhammad bin Ahmad Al-Dhabi, mizan al-i‘tidal
(bairt: dar al-marifat, 1963).

23.Muhammad bin Ahmad Al-Dhabi, siar a‘lam al-
nubala’ (bairQit: ma’sasaf al-risalat -1985).

24.Muhammad bin Ahmad Al-Dhabi, tadkirit al-hufaz
(bairat:dar al-kutub al-‘ilmiat 1998 AD).

25.Muhammad bin Ali Alawi,qur al-’adan bihai ‘ala hair
al-‘amal, (maktabat markaz badar al-‘ilmi wa al-
thaqafi, 1997).
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26.Muhammad bin Al-Qasim, majmia‘ kutub wa rasa’il
al-imam muhammad bin al-qasim al-rasi (maktabat
al-turath al-islami).

27.Muhammad bin Al-Qasim, matla‘ al-budir wa
majma’ al-buhiir (Yaman: manshiirat markaz ahl al-
bait lildrasat al-islamiaf, 2004).

28.Muhammad bin Amr, al-du‘afa’ al-kabir (bairat:dar
al-kutub al-‘ilmiat, 1984).

29.Muhammad bin Hiban, kitab al-majrahin min al-
muhadthrtin (halb: dar al-wa‘T -, 1396).

30.Muhammad bin Ismail Al-Bukhari, al-tarikh al-kabir
(Haidar abad al-dakan: da’irat al-ma‘arif al-‘uthmaniat
).

31.Muhammad bin Tahir, al-’ansab al-mutaﬁqa't' fi al-
hat al-mutamatilat fi al-nuqat (bairtt:dar al-kutub al-
‘ilmiaf, 1411 AH).

32.Muhammad Nasiruddin Al-Al-Bani, salsilat al-
‘ahadit al-da‘tfat wa al-maudii‘at (alriad : dar al-
ma arif).

33.Uthman bin Abdul Rahman, sianat sahih muslim
(bairit: dar al-gharb al-islami, 1408 AH).

34.Yahya bin Al-Hussain, al-’amali al-khamisiat
(bairut:dar al-kutub al- ‘ilmiat).

35.Yahya bin Al-Hussain, al-ifadat fi tarih al-’a’imat al-
sadat (Yaman: maktabaf ahl al-bait, 2014 ).

36.Yahya bin Al-Hussain, kitab al-’ahkam fi al-hlal wa
al-haram (Yaman: maktabat badar ).
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37.Yahya ibn Maain, tarikh ibn ma‘in riwaiat al-dadri
(makat al-mukaramat: markaz al-bahth al-‘ilmi —,
1979).

38.Yaqoob bin Sufian, al-ma‘rifat wa al-tarikh (bairiit:
mi’sasat al-risalat, 1981).

39.Yousuf bin Abdul Rahman, tahdib al-kamal fi asma’
al-rijal ( bairiit: mi’sasat al-risalat -1980).

40.Zaid bin Ali, musnad al-imam zaid bin ‘ali
(manshtirat dar maktabat al-haiaf).
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