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Abdullah al-Tarjuman’s Methodology in Refuting Christians
Through His Book: Tuhfat al-’Ariab ‘ala Ahl al-Salib

Dr. Arafat Ahmed Mugbil Hassan *

Abstract

This article analyses the critical methodology employed by Abdullah
al-Tarjuman (18th-19th century) in his engagement with the Bible and
Christian theology. His work contributes significantly to the ongoing
dialogue between Muslim and Christian scholarship, particularly
through his pioneering application of text-critical methods. Al-
Tarjuman departed from traditional methodology reliant on
established interpretations and adopted a direct, critical examination
of the biblical text itself. This methodology, characterised by
intellectual and methodological independence, incorporated both
internal and external factors, enabling him to analyze Christian
doctrines and expose perceived contradictions within different biblical
versions. Drawing upon a descriptive-analytical approach, this article
sheds light on the distinctive features of al-Tarjuman's text-critical
methodology in the context of biblical studies his engagement with
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Christian beliefs and his arguments against their theological basis.
Furthermore, the historical and intellectual context surrounding his
work and its reception within broader religious discourse would also
be demarcated.

Keywords: Textual criticism, Bible, Abdullah al-Tarjuman,
Christianity, Islamic scholarship, interfaith dialogue.

Summary of the Article

Abdullah bin Abdullah Al-Tarjuman, formerly known as Anselm
Tormidel, occupies a fascinating space in the religious and intellectual
landscape of the 14th century. Born in 1355 AD on the Italian island
of Meruga, he initially embarked on a path within the Christian faith,
immersing himself in the "science of the priesthood" and traversing
Italy to deepen his understanding of Christian doctrine. His eventual
conversion to Islam marked a pivotal turning point, prompting him to
adopt the moniker " Al-Tarjuman,” signifying his role as an
interpreter and interlocutor between faiths.

Al-Tarjuman's scholarly approach to theological discourse merits
closer examination. He distinguished himself by employing a
meticulous methodology characterized by "description and criticism."
This entailed a rigorous process of:

1. Precise Target Selection: al-Tarjuman focused his critiques on
indisputable textual elements within Christian
doctrine, eschewing ambiguities and interpretations, however
tenuous. This strategy aimed for greater clarity and
persuasiveness in his refutations.

2. Elucidation through Evidence: al-Tarjuman's arguments were
underpinned by readily comprehensible and logically
structured evidence. His presentations resembled irrefutable
mathematical proofs, leaving little room for
disagreement. Moreover, he  prioritized  critiquing  core
doctrines, recognizing that dismantling foundational beliefs
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could effectively undermine the entire theological edifice.
Multifaceted Exegesis: al-Tarjuman deployed a diverse arsenal
of critical tools in his analysis of the Bible.He

employed rational analysis to unravel
contradictions, interpretive approaches to expose erroneous
interpretations, and comparative analysis to highlight

inconsistencies within the text itself.

The sources upon which Al-Tarjuman built his refutations further
illuminate his methodology which constitutes:

1.

Internal Critique: He leveraged the very texts Christians held
sacred, the Bible itself, demonstrating its internal
contradictions and inconsistencies to cast doubt on its veracity.
Reason as a Universal Tool: al-Tarjuman championed reason
as a universal arbiter of truth, appealing to shared human
faculties of logic and understanding to bolster his arguments.
Insider Knowledge: Drawing upon his firsthand experiences
within the Church and monastic life, al-Tarjuman exposed
internal practices and rituals that Christians themselves
acknowledged, lending further weight to his critiques.

By meticulously dissecting Christian doctrine through a multifaceted
approach grounded in evidence and reason, Abdullah bin Abdullah al-
Tarjuman established himself as a prominent figure in the interfaith
dialogue of his era. His legacy underscores the power of critical
analysis and clear articulation in challenging established religious
paradigms.
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