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Lahore in the Stories of Ghulam Abbas, "Overcoat:
and “Katbah”: As Example
Hind Abdel Halim Mahfouz *
Abstract

This paper examines the selected work of Pakistani novelist and
writer Ghulam Abbas, focusing on his profound engagement with the
urban landscape of Lahore. Contrary to the notion of narrative world
size dictating authorial success, Abbas demonstrates how meticulous
artistry within a seemingly confined milieu — the city itself — can
achieve global resonance. Drawing on his intimate understanding of
Lahore's joys, sorrows, triumphs, and struggles, he masterfully depicts
its complexities, particularly the harsh realities the working class
faces. Through insightful portrayals of "Overcoat" and "Katbah", he
sheds light on the city's inherent cruelty towards its inhabitants,
forcing them to navigate a painful coexistence with societal
disparities. His bright descriptions of bustling crowds, towering
buildings, and the relentless pulse of commerce paint a poignant
picture of urban life, emphasising the psychological pressures it exerts
on ordinary individuals. The unattainable aspirations of the urban
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poor to bridge the chasm between their lives and those of the city's
elite further underscore the stark realities of class division. By delving
into the specificities of Lahore, Abbas transcends mere localism,
offering a universal exploration of the human condition within the
urban experience. His masterful depiction of the intricate relationship
between the individual and the environment provides valuable
insights into the psychological and social dynamics of modern city
life, ultimately establishing his work as a testament to the
transformative power of literary art rooted in deep locality.

Keywords: Novels, Ghulam Abbass, Lahore, overcoat, katbah.

Summary of the Article

Lahore, Pakistan's pulsating heart, has served as a perennial source of
inspiration for writers and artists throughout history. Among them,
Ghulam Abbas, a prominent Urdu short story writer, stands out for his
evocative portrayal of the city. This paper explores Abbas' narratives,
specifically "Overcoat” and "Katba,” to examine his nuanced
representation of Lahore's socio-cultural fabric, the struggles of its
inhabitants, and its enduring allure.

Abbas' masterful storytelling lies in his ability to seamlessly weave
the urban landscape into the fabric of his characters' lives. In
"Overcoat," the protagonist navigates the bustling streets, vibrant
bazaars, and teeming alleys of Lahore. Abbas' vivid descriptions
immerse the reader in the city's sensory kaleidoscope, capturing the
sights, sounds, and smells of this dynamic metropolis. Similarly, in
"Katba," Lahore becomes the stage for a poignant tale of class
struggle, where the protagonist grapples with the harsh realities of
poverty amidst the city's socioeconomic disparities.

Lahore, a vibrant tapestry of diverse cultures, traditions, and
languages, serves as a fertile ground for Abbas to explore complex
social dynamics and human experiences. In "Overcoat,” the
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protagonist's struggle to maintain dignity in the face of dwindling
finances reflects the pervasive societal pressures and expectations that
permeate Lahore. The titular overcoat becomes a symbolic burden,
highlighting the city's preoccupation with appearances and the
judgmental undercurrents that shape its social interactions.

Abbas delves deeper into the complexities of Lahore's social
hierarchy in "Katba," exposing the stark economic divisions between
the privileged and the marginalized. The protagonist's journey as a
labourer bears the harsh realities faced by those on the city's
peripheries. Abbas sheds light on the exploitative nature of the
"Katba" system, where workers are trapped in cycles of debt and
deprivation, thus bringing to light the persistent issue of social
injustice within Lahore's social fabric.

Through his nuanced portrayal of Lahore's multifaceted character,
Abbas transcends mere description. He offers a critical lens through
which to examine the city's social dynamics, economic disparities,
and the human struggles embedded within its bustling streets.
Through interweaving personal narratives with the city's vibrant
tapestry, Abbas' short stories contribute a valuable perspective to the
understanding of Lahore's complex reality, solidifying his place as a
chronicler of this captivating city.
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