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A Study of al-Fawa’id al-Hisan ft Mustalah al-Hadith by al-Shaykh
Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-‘Ali al-Ja‘farT al-Batijt

Faisal Sayyid Mohammad Al-Qallaf*

Abstract

This article studies the manuscript titled al-Fawaid al-Hisan fi Mustalah
al-Hadith by al-Shaykh Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-‘Alf al-Ja‘fari al-Bitiji. The
manuscript relates to the discipline of hadith and its sciences, and it is
preserved by the Sileymaniye Library in Istanbul. The science of hadith
provides criteria and methods for distinguishing authentic Prophetic
traditions from weak ones. The author of this manuscript was a prominent
Muslim scholar of the eleventh century and his academic work has been
acknowledged and highly appreciated by later scholars. However, this
booklet has remained unpublishable. This paper studied this book so that it
could be brought to public view and scholars and students could benefit
from it.
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The sciences of hadith examine the Prophetic traditions in terms of their
authenticity via established principles for this purpose. Therefore, scholars
of every era wrote books on this discipline in different methods and styles.
An important academic work on this topic that still exists in manuscript
form is al-Fawa’id al-Hisan fi Mustalah al-Hadith by al-Shaykh
Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-‘Alf al-Ja‘farT al-Biitiji. This research is the first
examination and editing of the text of al-Fawa'id al-Hisan and the first
study that unveils its academic value, reveals its benefits, draws links
between it and other works on the science of hadith, and determines its
appropriate position. This manuscript has not been researched or published
ever before. Its author relied on the works of earlier scholars, which
increases its importance.

An authentic copy of the manuscript has been relied upon as a source for
this research, the same has been compared with other copies of the
manuscripts to identify and correct the errors in them. However, this study
has avoided adding lengthy footnotes. Instead, an attempt has been made to
clarify only those mistakes which are either errors of the narrators or the
author. Similarly, this article explains ambiguous words and identifies the
sources of hadiths which the author has narrated without stating their
source. Moreover, certain other problems related to hadith sciences have
been explained and their sources have been determined.

It is important to note that the author did not suggest the title of the
manuscript nor did he mention it anywhere. However, he used these words
at the beginning of the manuscript. Therefore, it has been named al-Fawa 'id
al-Hisan fi Mustalah al-Hadith. No date of completion is mentioned in the
manuscript. However, evidence suggests that this manuscript was written
between 1066 AH and 1076 AH.
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