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Abstract

Outward and Inward Meaning According to Ahl al-Sunnah wa ’1-
Jama‘ah and Isma‘ilis

Osama Mohamed Sobhi Omar*

This article aims to elaborate the issue of inward and outward meaning
associated with Islamic philosophy, which has been extensively debated by
Muslim scholars of different sects of Ahl al-Sunnah wa ’l-Jama‘ah and
Isma‘ilis. According to Ahl al-Sunnah, both the inward and outward
meanings are interrelated. Therefore, they must be interpreted accordingly;
otherwise, they are not considered valid in the light of the Qur’an and
sunnah. On the contrary, The Isma‘ilis, interpret each of the terms
independently. In this research work, the opinions of both sects have been
discussed comparatively, along with a critical analysis of their evidence
based on the texts of the Qur’an and sunnah, and the impact of this
disagreement on the faith of Muslims in this world and hereafter.

Keywords: philosophy, inward, outward, meaning, Isma‘ilis, Sunnis.

Summary of the Article

The human being is composed of the soul and body, each of which has its
importance. Therefore, it is important to take care of the essentials of both.
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If one of these needs is neglected, this will lead to the deterioration of
human life. Moreover, for this reason, the rulings related to both of them
have been clarified in Islamic teachings because Islam is a religion, in
which harmony is found between the demands of religion and worldly life.
Moreover, just as the cleaning and development of the human body are
necessary, the cleaning and spiritual development of the soul is also
imperative. On this basis, Muslim scholars have discussed the harmony
between the outer and the inner aspects and the connection between them in
Islamic philosophy.

In the same way, a condition has been imposed on the faith that a person’s
faith should have both outward and inward dimensions. Verbal confession
of faith is not enough, rather it must be manifested in actions. The reality of
faith is a composite of words and deeds and saying has two parts: saying of
the heart, which is belief, and saying of the tongue, which is the verbal
expression of the two testimonies (shahadatayn). The deeds are divided into
two parts: the deeds of the heart, which are intentions and sincerity, and the
deeds of the body parts.

The above-mentioned stance has been adopted and elaborated by Ahl al-
Sunnah, while the position of Isma‘ilis is different from that of Ahl al-
Sunnah. According to the Isma‘ilis’ philosophy, every tangible thing has an
external and an internal dimension. The outer dimension is perceived
through the senses, and the inner one is perceived through knowledge.
Therefore, the apparent dimension is for the Messenger of Allah and the
inner one is for the wasi. Moreover, the apparent dimension is the law and
the inner is the actuality. They hold that the upholder of the law is the
Prophet Muhammad (peace be on him), whereas the upholder of the truth is
the wast ‘Ali b. Abi Talib. According to this philosophy, the Prophet (peace
be on him) conveyed the laws made by Allah to the people, while ‘Ali
conveyed another kind of knowledge to the people, which complemented
the Prophet’s mission.

However, the Qur’an and the sunnah do not support such beliefs because
the Messenger of God alone conveyed the guidance and teachings of God to
the people for the outward and inward purification of human beings.
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