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A Critical Study of The Reformation of Shari‘’ah Education in the Book:
‘Ulum al-Shar* wa al-‘Uliim al-Ijtima‘iyyah
- Nahwa Tajawuz al-Qat‘iyyah
Ghazala Nuri bin Ashour”
Abstract

This paper aims to identify the reformative solutions that the book proposes
from Islamic jurisprudence and its principles along with its critical study to
check whether they are appropriate for social sciences Islamic jurisprudence
and to test the feasibility of solving the issues related to teaching these two
disciplines. Many constructive and reformative attempts have emerged in
this regard and the said book is a significant effort among these attempts.
The descriptive-analytical and critical methodology is opted for in this
research to tackle the aspects of reforming the teaching of jurisprudence and
its principles. The paper begins by defining the book under review
providing a biography it’s the author. Then, it presents the different issues
faced in teaching Shari’ah as identified in the book. This was followed by
stating the approaches proposed in the reviewed book toward reformation
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likewise commenting on them. The paper concluded that the three
approaches proposed in the book are not very new and that the suggestion
of linking them to social sciences is the actual reformative solution
presented. It is also determined that these solutions do not address all the
issues faced in the teaching of Shari’ah, but they solve the issue of the
distantness of jurisprudence and its principles from reality and its issues, by
making fatwas and Shari’ah teachings address and correct reality .

Keywords: Shari’ah education, Islamic jurisprudence, social sciences,
innovation, reformation.

Summary of the Article

Sari Hanafi is an eminent sociologist professor of sociology and director of
the Centre for Arab and Middle Eastern Studies at the American University
of Beirut. In his “‘Ulim al-Shar‘ wa al-"Ulam al-ljtima iyyah - Nahwa
Tajawuz al-Qat iyyah” meaning Shari‘ah and Social Sciences Towards
Overcoming Estrangement, the author tried to address the problems of
education in Islamic sciences, starting with the existence of gaps between
the sciences of shari ‘ah and the social sciences. It took the author spent five
years drafting this book, during which he sought to identify educational
patterns in institutions teaching Islamic sciences. This study is distinguished
by its reliance on practical research involving multiple models, providing
valuable data for thorough analysis.

The author argues that the fundamental problem of religious education is
internal, governed by subjective mechanisms that cannot be explained by
any ideology. It is noted that the author has restricted his study to the
subject of Islamic jurisprudence out of many branches of shari‘ah as if he
considers it to be the only dominant Islamic science in contemporary
society or the most closely related to social sciences.

The author presented three approaches, which are deemed most appropriate
to teaching shari ‘ah sciences.

The First Approach: This approach seeks to achieve a balance between
scientific and moral norms so that the scientific aspect should neither
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prevail over the moral norms derived from religion nor should beliefs and
religious aspects overshadow science.

The Second Approach: The author points out that the best ijtihdd is to
employ the objectives of Islamic law and reconsider the principles of
Islamic jurisprudence. This approach is not limited to a few aspects. The
author also alludes to the contemporary interest in the objectives of
shari‘ah.

The Third Approach: The author explains what he means by this approach
in that apart from the universal constants of religion, such as faith and
worship, what is required is to overturn the priorities in understanding
religion: the establishment of ethics (as the soul of religion) and the
mobilization of jurisprudence and legislation to suit morality. That is,
governance is based on ethics and then linked to the social sciences “not as
legislation, but as ethics.” Muslims should work together on legislation
through their understanding of ethics derived from religion (for
jurisprudence) and philosophy (for the social sciences).

As far as the first approach is concerned, it is necessary to clarify the areas
in which Islamic jurisprudence can benefit from social sciences. Although
the author does not explicitly establish a link between the two disciplines in
some places, there is an overlap in identifying the link and the relationship
between the two scientific fields. However, an ethical approach can be
useful by deducing legal rulings from the moral principles that are not
explicitly mentioned in the sacred texts but are implied by them.
Furthermore, the proposed approaches attempt to address the problems of
jurisprudence and its origins in reality.
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