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The Science of Hadith in Iraq
during the Twelfth and Thirteenth Hijri Centuries

Abdul Hamid Majeed Ismail Al-Shish®

Abstract

This article studies the development of the literature of hadith and its
sciences during the twelfth and thirteenth centuries AH within the territory
of Iraq. It was considered an important city of the Muslim state at that time
due to its cultural, intellectual and political development. Unfortunately, in
the later centuries, Iraq witnessed scientific stagnation caused by political
conflicts, frequent turmoil, and an increase in epidemics and disasters. The
science of hadith was one of the major disciplines that were affected by that
tragic reality. However, despite the tragic conditions of Iraq in that era,
numerous scholars continued their educational and academic contributions
and scientific composition. Likewise, experts in the field of hadith and its
sciences also contributed in this regard. This research employs an analytical
and historical method to examine and discuss the contributions and
endeavors of these scholars, providing a comprehensive understanding of
their historical significance and the lasting influence they have had on the
field of study.
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Summary of the Article

In the twelfth and thirteenth Hijri centuries, Iraq witnessed great political
turmoil, notably the conflict between the Safavid and the Ottoman Empires.
During this time, Iraq was subjected more than once to the influence of the
Safavid Empire. It was a dark era that witnessed a cultural and intellectual
decline. The cultural situation is affected by the political and economical
situation. One of the manifestations of this cultural decline is the delay in
the launching of public schools. In 1286 AH, Midhat Basha initiated the
Rashidiyyah School in Baghdad. The Rashidiyyah schools were first
inaugurated by the Ottoman Empire in 1262 AH. This indicates that Iraq
was lagging behind in this matter for almost 24 years .

On the other hand, we see that the Iraqi scientists of this era did not
succumb to these tragedies despite the lack of sources, political instability,
and the spread of epidemics that caused the death of thousands of people.
Several Iraqi scientists registered their names in the list of illustrious
scientists in this era and they left a distinguished scientific production
compared to those conditions.

This research focused on the data available about juristic contributions of
scholars and experts of hadith. Al-Shaykh Sultan b. Nasir was amongst
those prominent scholars of hadith . He studied hadith under senior hadith
scholars of the time and traveled to Hijaz, Damascus, and other places for
this purpose. Another expert was al-Hajj Muhammad Afandi. He had an
insightful view of hadiths and had a detailed knowledge of hadith scholars
of the classical and later periods. Likewise, al-Shaykh ‘Abd al-Salam
Afandi wrote several books in the discipline of hadith and its sciences. Al-
Shaykh Baha’ al-Haq had Indian origins. His father al-Shaykh Qadir
Bakhsh al-Qadi was one of the learned scholars of India. Al-Shaykh Baha’
al-Haq was born in 1256 AH. He migrated to Baghdad and then travelled to
the land of the Two Holy Mosques in 1292 AH. Al-Shaykh Ibrahim Fasth
Afandi studied under many scholars of his time and visited different
academic centres, including scholars of the Haydari family. Salihah Khatiin
was a pious woman, famous for science and literature. She lived in Baghdad
and had Turkish origins. Her grandfather came with Sultan Murad IV to
Baghdad in 1048 AH. She learned the principles of Arabic calligraphy
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under the calligrapher Sufyan al-Wahbi al-Baghdadi gaining high expertise
in this art and graduated with jurisprudence, hadith, and principles of
hadith. Furthermore, the biographies of forty-two scholars have been
discussed in this research paper.

Travelling to learn the hadith is an important aspect of the history of hadith.
This research paper discusses how many scholars visited Baghdad during
this particular period to acquire knowledge of hadith and its sciences. The
study concentrated on those who actively participated in narrating and
teaching the hadiths.
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