€ :aadl 0V :adall iy Yot | by

iitaid 19 2 gl (§ ol il il
o gucit sl i 3 : o g.fl NeT

*&,ﬁ,w e e
The Signification of Tafarrud (Singularity of Narrators)
A Case Study of Chapter Ba’ of al-Jarh wa al-Ta‘dil by Ibn Abi Hatim

Dr. Muhammad Aziz Al-Azmi*
Abstract

This research examines the signification of the singularity of narrators
(ifrad) for twenty-two Hadith narrators mentioned in al-Jarh wa ’I-Ta'‘dil
by Ibn Ab1 Hatim. Before Ibn Abi Hatim, Muhammad b. Isma‘1l al-Bukhari
also used a word or text that signifies only one grade of disapproval or
approval for the same narrators and combined them in one chapter. One
should not claim that the strangeness of their names is the only reason for
this. By looking at the biographies of these narrators, it becomes clear that
there are also reasons that relate to the narrator in terms of ignorance.
Moreover, some aspects do not relate to the narrations but relate to the
characteristics of the narrators, such as the uniqueness of the nickname like
Abi Hind al-Dari. In this article, an attempt has been made to find out the
reasons for using a word or text that signifies the ifrad of specific narrators
mentioned in al-Jarh wa ’I-Ta ‘dil by Tbn Abi Hatim.
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Summary of the Article

Hadith is the main source of deriving the rulings of Islamic law. Therefore,
Muslim scholars showed great responsibility for preserving and
disseminating the Prophetic traditions. To eliminate the dissemination of
fake traditions, the scholars established principles and thus laid down the
foundations of the discipline of ‘Ulum al-Hadith. They also made criteria
for determining the validity and weakness of Prophetic traditions based on
the number of reliable narrators.

On this basis, the Prophetic traditions have been divided into three
categories: 1) Mutawatir; 2) Mashhiar; 3) and Khabar al-Wahid. When the
narrator of a Hadith is one at any stage of the chain of narrators, it is said to
be Tafarrud and its narrator is Mutafarrid and it is said that such and such a
narrator is fard in the narration of this Hadith. Tafarrud is a very important
topic in the science of Hadith, to which scholars have paid great attention
and written many books. One of the most important of such books is 1bn
Abi Hatim’s al-Jarh wa ’I-Ta ‘dil, which is written in alphabetical order. Ibn
Ab1 Hatim is an acclaimed scholar of Prophetic traditions. He is renowned
for his expertise in the biographies of the Hadith narrators and the science
of al-Jarh wa ’I-Ta‘dil. His book is an important source of al-Jarh wa ’I-
Ta dil.

This article analyses the letter “b” chapter from the book of Ibn Abi Hatim.
In this chapter, he mentions various narrators, some of whom are
trustworthy, some weak, and some unknown. There are four narrators from
among the companions of the Prophet, who distinguished themselves in the
Hadith but their reports have not been recorded in Sahih of al-Bukhari and
Sahth of Muslim. However, their reports do exist in the rest of the books of
Sunan, such as the Sunan of al-Tirmidhi, Aba Dawud, and al-Nasa’i. Since
all of the Companions of the Prophet are trustworthy and honest, no
objection can be made to them.

In addition to them, seven narrators have been mentioned in this chapter,
who are all trustworthy but they have Tafarrud and al-Bukhari and Muslim
have narrated reports from them. After that, he described the status of
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eleven such narrators who have tafarrud in their reports, but they are weak
or unknown.
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