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A Semiotic Reading of the Poem Bay‘ah Tahta Zilal al-Riih

by Narat al-Shaykh

Zelal Al-Jaji*
Abstract

This study aims to apply the semiotic approach to the poem Bay‘ah tahta
Zilal al-Rah written by Narat al-Shaykh. The semiotic approach attempts to
reach deep levels of a poetic text to reconstruct the meaning and test the
potential of semiotics in it. It also uncovers implicit meanings expressed in
a given poetic sign or hint, which is understood as physical mediums where
human feelings and thoughts are concealed and lay between rhyme and
rhythm. This research adopts the semiotic approach and explains the poem
through lexical, structural, semantic, and rhythmic aspects. It relies on some
statistics that serve the text and reveal its signs, symbols, and connotations,
which are keys to deciphering text codes. Finally, the poem is suitable to its
general semantic meaning and the repetition of some morphological forms
supports meaning. The intertextuality with historical and religious incidents
plays a role in conveying the meaning and expressing the thoughts and
feelings.
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Summary of the Article

The semiotic approach emerged in the post-modern era. It is a critical
approach that contributes to understanding texts and interpreting semantic
systems. It is a methodological tool with specific mechanisms that separate
the parts of the text and opens up new horizons for understanding texts and
hollowing out their connotations. Thus, semiotics is a systematic
development from the structuralism that started in language and ended in it
but semiotics broadened its scope and move from language to outside it to
include multiple and diverse fields including history, philosophy, political
science, social sciences, economy and every field that relates to human
beings.

The Poem “Bay‘ah tahta Zilal al-Raih” (Allegiance under the Shades of the
Spirit) written by Narat al-Shaykh was published in the anthology diwan
Poets of the Prophet Muhammad, which was prepared and presented by the
poet Bara’ al-Shami. This poem consists of thirty lines, divided into four
sections, the first section consists of five lines, the second section consists
of nine lines, the third section consists of eight lines, and the fourth and last
section consists of eight lines.

The linguistic lexicon of this poem serves its general meaning of it. The
words describe an emotional state full of love, nostalgia and longing with its
knowledge of the truth of the sinful human soul. It demonstrates a conflict
between the attempt to be freed from sins and getting into the spaciousness
of the loving and yearning soul. Significantly, the repeated use of active
participle is consistent with the love and longing of the soul and the
description of its sorrows. The text included intertextually historical and
religious incidents and expressive structures which transferred the text from
its lexical meaning to areas of deeper and broader significance.

The rhythmic structure interacted with clear enthusiasm through the wide
space of expression that we find in al-bahr al-tawil in addition to using the
letter of the al-ruwi al-mutlag so that the soul could express its condition
with love and comfort without barriers, obstacles or restrictions in
expressing the love of the master of humankind.
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