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The Conversation of Laqit b. Sabrah
with the Prophet (peace be upon him): Guidelines for Dialogue

Dr. Abdul Hamid Abdul Karim Munshid Al-Dfairi*
Abstract

The article explains the hadith, which includes the dialogue between the
companion of the Prophet (peace be upon him) Laqit b. Sabrah and the
Prophet (peace be upon him). This kadith is considered to be very important
regarding da ‘wah (Islamic preaching) and many rulings regarding da ‘wah
can be deduced from it. Therefore, I have reviewed Laqit b. Sabrah’s
detailed conversation with the Prophet (peace be upon him) and emphasized
its importance for da ‘wah. 1 also highlighted the concept of the da ‘wah and
described the characteristics of a preacher (da ‘i) and the skills required for
him because da ‘wah is a very sensitive and important responsibility. The
shari‘ah has laid down special conditions for the people involved in
preaching so that it should not be adversely affected by incompetent and
inexperienced people. In the same way, it is important to keep in mind the
conditions of those who are being invited. The article contains the shari‘ah
conditions for those who are being invited. There is an urgent need for
dialogue and reconciliation because the problems cannot be solved by wars
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nor can anyone be persuaded by force and power. Therefore, the principles
outlined by Islam should be put into practice and Islamic preaching should
be done in the light of these universal principles.

Keywords
Islam, da ‘wah, dialogue, hadith, Laqit b. Sabrah.

Summary of the Article

Dialogue is an important part of human life. It is indispensable for the
development of social, economic, political, and religious relations.
Therefore, Islam emphasizes engaging people in dialogue for inviting them
to Islam. Muslim scholars have discussed in detail the dialogue and its
principles in light of the Qur’an and sunnah. In the present era, Muslim
scholars focus on ““al-hiwar al-da‘wt” to build harmony, coexist, and peace.
The technical meaning of “al-hawar al-da‘w1” refers to a verbal advocacy
process through which a person explains the principles and virtues of Islam
to others. Dialogue is one of the methods of inviting others to Islam. The
prophets and their followers had dialogues with unbelievers to introduce
them to the religion of Allah. Furthermore, it is one of the methods used in
the Qur’an to establish arguments against unbelief and to prove the oneness
of Allah. It is one of the wisest means to convince the minds and soften the
hearts.

Advocacy dialogue has three rules that must be observed and paid attention
to. 1) Belief in Allah, His Messenger and His Book, the piety of Allah,
humility to Allah, feeling pride and being filled with it, which motivates
one to firmly uphold the truth. 2) Displaying Islamic morals such as
humility, forbearance, and patience and following the example of the
Prophet and his companions in having a dialogue with people. 3) Seeking
the truth and searching for it, striving for the truth and seeking it, aiming at
what is in the public interest in various ways that do not deviate from the
path of the shari‘ah.

Laqit b. Sabrah was an important companion who embraced Islam in 9 AH.
Many narrations have been reported by him, one of which is related to
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da‘wah (preaching) and is the focus of the present article. This report is a
long narrative. The scholars of hadith declared it authentic, reported it with
different words, and derived many principles of da‘wah from it. Some of
these principles are as follows: 1) A successful preacher considers the
conditions of the audience, looks into their circumstances and delivers his
sermons accordingly. 2) He invites people to Islam at the most appropriate
time and the optimum occasion using the most effective means. In this
hadith, the messenger of Allah chose the mosque as a place, the post-
morning prayer period as a time, and the sermon as a means. The sermon
was characterized by the strength of subtraction, as it was characterized by
realism by talking about the triggers, such as self-talk and the like, and then
he explained his responsibility as a preacher. 3) The preacher should guide
the audience—who is in search of the truth—easily and simply, using gentle
and soft words. 4) The preacher should be polite to the invitee by lowering
him to the appropriate position for him. 5) The one who is called always
remains in a dire need of someone who reminds him of the matters of the
unseen, of the horrors of the day of resurrection, Heaven and Hell so that
the love of worldly affairs does not overwhelm him and distract him from
the hereafter. 6) The preacher must be clear in his dialogue with invitees so
that they may understand what he wants to convey in his dialogue with
them.
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