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Al-Khatib al-Sharbini’s Expretise in Hadith Studies: A Case Study of
His Qur’anic Exegesis al-Siraj al-Munir

Abdelazim Khalil Eldukhri=
Abstract

This study explains the significance of Prophetic traditions for other Islamic
sciences. It chooses al-Khatib al-Sharbini (d. 1570/977)’s Qur’anic
commentary al-Siraj al-Munir as a model to assess his interpretations based
on his inferences from the Prophetic traditions. The article argues that al-
Khattb al-Sharbini had a profound knowledge of the primary sources of
Prophetic traditions, especially the six canonical books because he quoted
numerous authentic Propetic traditions especially those recorded in the two
most authentic books of the Prophetic traditions i.e., Sahih of al-Bukhart
and Sahih of Muslim. He also critically examined many of the weak and
fabricated Prophetic traditions, which were cited by other exegetes such as
al-Baghawi and al-Zamakhshari in Ma‘alim al-Tanzil and al-Kashshaf
respectively. This contributed to the exegetic value of al-Khatib al-
Sharbint’s exegesis al-Sirgj al-Munir. In addition to this, his exegesis
contains discussions and explanations of the difficult words of Prophetic
traditions. The article adopted inductive and historical approaches.
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Summary of the Article

Al-Khatib al-Sharbini lived in Egypt until his death in 977 AH. No one has
mentioned the year in which he was born. He grew up in the suburbs of
Cairo and then moved to Cairo and settled there. Cairo, at that time, was
one of the major Islamic cities. This provided him with opportunities to
meet with the best scholars of his time and learn from them. After
completing his studies, he started teaching and writing. He authored books
in various fields related to the interpretation of the Qur’an, jurisprudence,
hadith sciences etc. Among his books is a famous Qur’anic commentary
known as al-Siraj al-Munir.

The book is considered a valuable book that adhered to the rules of
interpretation according to commendable opinions. In the introduction, al-
Khatib al-Sharbini explained his approach and the general principles on
which his exegesis was based. The author was an expert on hadith and its
sciences. This is evident in this exegesis. He applied the principles of hadith
whenever he quoted a Prophetic tradition in his exegesis. His method of
citing hadith in his exegesis can be explained as follows:

1. He cites an authentic chain of transmission from Bukhari and
Muslim or one of them. Sometimes he cites the transmitted hadith
by mentioning its category and source from the hadith books.

2. He also cites da ‘if and marfii* Prophetic traditions while mentioning
their weakness and clarifying their sources.

3. Many times he cites marfii  Prophetic traditions without mentioning
their chain of transmission or referring to their categories and
sources. Most of such Prophetic traditions are authentic.

4. Sometimes he critically evaluates the narrations cited by other
Qur’anic commentators such as al-ZamakhsharT and expresses their
status and weakness.

Al-Khatib al-Sharbini also mentions experts’ points on many Prophetic
traditions he cites in his exegesis.
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