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Anarchism from An Islamic Perspective

Nayef Nahar Al-Shamari *
Abstract

This article studies one of the famous modern political theories, that is,
anarchism. This theory denies the necessity of political authority in society,
based on the notion that the existence of political authority would rob the
independence and freedom of individuals, which are more important than
political authority itself. The theory was advocated by prominent
philosophers of different ideologies, such as William Godwin (d. 1836),
Pierre-Joseph Proudhon (d. 1865), Mikhail Alexandrovich Bakunin (d.
1876), and Pyotr Alexeyevich Kropotkin (d. 1921). The paper begins by
analysing the concept of anarchism and then discusses the term chosen by
the Arab translators of anarchist philosophy, on which the anarchists depend
to reject the idea of political authority and base their argument. Finally, the
study concludes with a discussion of the Islamic position on the issue of
dealing with power, to clarify the difference between the Islamic and
anarchist concepts. The research relied on the analytical method of
discussing and analysing the texts of anarchist theorists, as well as
analysing the Islamic contents related to the issue.

Keywords: anarchism, Islam, political authority, political theories.
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Summary of the Article

Anarchism means rejecting authority or government. Although anarchism is
an ideology against government and coercion, its goal is not anarchy or
opposition to the system. Some people have a misconception about it and
opine that its purpose is to run society without any system. Proponents of
anarchism generally offer two arguments in defence of their theory. 1)
Governments oblige people to follow laws by force, which leads to the
deprivation of their freedom. The deprivation of freedom is an evil and
therefore the existence of governments itself is an evil that must be
eliminated. 2) Since human autonomy is an essential and inviolable issue
and the state in its functional definition is a supreme authority, this is an
unambiguous contrast to human autonomy.

The logic of this doctrine may seem incoherent because it violates the usual
and familiar things in the history of human society since man moved from
the natural state to the civil state. What is customary in human society is the
existence of a ruling authority to settle disputes and prevent aggressors and
transgressors. It should be noted that anarchism is almost logical in the
Western context in particular because the West got rid of religious authority
but could not get rid of absolute authority. However, what about political
power? In addition, what about economic power? Anarchists believe that
these two powers must disappear for man to be truly liberated from power,
and these two powers can only disappear with two theories: 1) anarchism,
which guarantees the elimination of political power; 2) socialism, which
guarantees the elimination of financial power (capitalism).

As for Islam’s position on anarchism, let us start from the beginning. Islam
came to guide humans to what is most appropriate and most suitable for
them and teach them how to do justice. Therefore, authority is a necessity
for human society in general. Thus, in every society, there must be an
authority to regulate its interests. The existence of societies that have lived
without any authority is reasonable but rare. The rare cannot be considered
arule.

If we look at the system of punishments imposed by Islam in criminal cases,
we see that it is a system that requires the existence of authority since the
imposition and implementation of punishments are characteristics of an
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authority that controls individuals. It is not allowed for an individual to
impose them on other individuals. The Companions understood the
importance of authority in Islam. That is why the first step they took after
the demise of the Prophet (peace be on him) was to establish a political
authority and not to leave society to political anarchy.
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