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Abstract

Indian Princess Sikandar Begum’s Observations about the Socio-cultural
Conditions of Mecca and Jeddah in the Thirteenth Century AH
Sahib Alam Al-Azami Al-Nadwi

This paper aims to study the socio-cultural conditions of Mecca and Jeddah
during the nineteenth century AD. It examines these conditions through the
account of Princess Sikandar Begum, Nawab of Bhopal, who made a
pilgrimage to Mecca in 1863-1864 AD and stayed there for about six
months. In her book titled Tarikh-i Safar-i Makkah, Begum recorded details
of the events, customs, and traditions that she observed. The importance of
this account lies in the fact that it is one of the first Urdu accounts, in which
one finds details about the socio-cultural conditions of Mecca and Jeddah.
Most of the accounts and memoirs that were written by Indian travellers
during that period only paid attention to the religious and
spiritual manifestations of life in Arab cities. Begum’s memoir, on the other
hand, is the first of its kind to offer a clear description of the social and
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cultural life of Arabia in the 1860s, with little attention to her spirituality.
Thus, Begum’s account comes very close to an anthropologist’s record.

Keywords:
Sikandar Begum, Tarikh-i Safar-i Makkah, pilgrimage, socio-cultural
conditions.

Summary of Article

This research paper analyses the travelogue of Princess Sikandar Begum,
Nawab of Bhopal. It begins with the introduction of Bhopal State, which
was a princely state in British India, established in the Mughal era after the
death of Aurangzeb ‘Alamgir. What distinguishes the State of Bhopal is that
from 1235 AH/1819 AD to 1345 AH/1926 AD, four women ruled it during
turbulent times in India. The first of them was Qudsiya Begum (d. 1299
AH/1881 AD), who was succeeded by her only daughter Sikandar Begum
(d. 1284 AH/1868 AD), who was succeeded by her only daughter
Shahjahan Begum (d. 1318 AH/1901 AD), from whom the rule was
transferred to her only daughter Sultan Kaikhusrau Jahan Begum (d. 1348
AH/1930 AD). These women were proud of their Afghani ethnicity.

Furthermore, they departed from the traditions that existed at the time,
engaged themselves in the state affairs with all seriousness and sincerity,
and contributed to the revitalization of religious, political, administrative,
cultural, and social life whenever they found a way to do so.

This memoir was translated into English with the permission of the writer.
The introduction and the manuscript of the memoir indicate that they were
originally scattered quick notes, which Begum took during her journey to
Jeddah and Mecca. After returning from the pilgrimage, these notes and
papers were collected together and reorganized to make a coherent
narrative. The written copy has about two hundred and fifty pages. It
includes appendices that contain brief notes on the places, shrines, and
mosques visited by Sikandar Begum in Mecca and Jeddah and instructions
on how to perform the rites of hajj, ‘umrah, and ziyarah. It was also
translated to Arabic by Thumamah Faysal b. Ab1 ’1-Makarim in association
with Ibrahim Muhammad Batshan. The translators mention that they could
not trace the original Urdu version of this book in the Indian libraries and
archives. Nevertheless, the present author has found the Urdu version of this
memoir and thus studied all the three available versions comparatively
before starting work on this research paper.
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Examining the text of the memoir and evaluating its contents make it clear
that Begum was well versed in the Urdu language, wrote it down skillfully,
and recorded the events, facts, customs, and traditions of the Arabs
attractively and critically at the same time. Her observations are
characterized by strength and accuracy in details and she deals with many
civilizational and cultural aspects. This encourages the reader—whether a
scholar, student or layperson—to rethink the established notions of British
colonial travel diaries. On the other hand, it is not surprising if one finds
exaggeration, arrogance, or sharp criticism in some places.

The article discusses the following aspects of this memoir:
1. Begum’s opinion about religious and spiritual feelings

2. Begum’s opinion about the Turkish authorities and their
administration

3. Begum’s opinion regarding the buildings of Mecca and Jeddah and
their surroundings

4. Begum’s opinion concerning the moral and ethical characteristics
of the people of Mecca, their ways of living, and their dealings

5. Begum’s opinion relating to the weather of Mecca, its natural
bounties, and its animal wealth

6: Begum’s opinion relating to some customs, traditions, and issues
of Meccan society

In the final analysis, it can be said that while portraying the conditions of
the people living in Mecca and Jeddah, Sikandar Begum did not hesitate to
convey her observations with accuracy and boldness nor did she shy away
from criticizing the prevailing bad habits and corrupted morals and the
widespread misrule and mismanagement. However, she also offered viable
solutions to the problems. Nevertheless, one notices that her criticisms at
times are not without exaggeration, in which multiple generalizations
appear. The contents of the memoir often suggest that it expresses the views
that were prevalent in the West regarding Arab and Islamic countries and
the conditions of their people. She appears to write her memoir reflecting
the Western views and beliefs. It is difficult to conclude from her memoir
that everything that she mentioned is conclusive, but it does reflect her
insights into the real conditions of a class or groups of society in Mecca and
Jeddah during her stay there.
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113- Guy Attewell, ‘Authority, Knowledge and Practice in Unani Tibb in India, c. 1890-
1930’ (Unpublished PhD Thesis, University of London, 2004), ch. 5.
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120- Dale F. Eickelman, and James Piscatori (eds.), Muslim Travellers: Pilgrimage,
Migration, and the Religious Imagination (London: Routledge, 1990), p. 12.

Ly Ol ghoms thpe Ao cp AT 1= 100 Bl 8, opo o SU 3 4] b (O g O UL )T

VT (Y Y e SUES 5, S o 1386) el e G gyl S5

VoY



¥ :aaadi 07 :adall ey Vo ¥ | ot gl

it Col LS5 el pm Il saTs DYl ol Il Il o 3l e 55l L0303

O 1o oy aliind O Comnall e 68Uy L qnalizel s on o ol s (33 5% Lol Sike

G aB] s e Glolail oda" 106 (K B 455 g Las gy IO tals U Uy
Gy 2S5 2SOl s T IS 511 o OIS i b Edl 05 ¢t T 5 sy
T e o]

oo o N e &l sl e lgalian J2 5 008 Sde Gy a3 I a g el
e 51 G 1 sl Sl oS0 G el ol S, 236 Jl Y1 ool sie O
ige 5Ll 5 Blast B6s elb 3 Jod A obadl sl Wb Bslinal ol Sde e
i 3]t gl 3 dla I ol Sde e Snin Sl Sde 358 b e 301 e AL dilazs
el A ool ol Dgalnaly 2ol Ll 05 ol 8)lgmy Gl Ske 55 L
fobliast s o3ty qadli s pplsle s ol V1 Lyl Slndl JWal 6o Y i 5, 50
(U5 Sl ghall e 5 1m0 52 o ) 225U 35T Sl 5
5>
JsYI gl

TV PV EEE P

AV o (oK S She S YY

VoY



¥ adadl 07 :adall ey Yoo | i | gl

Vot



¥ :aaadl 0% :adall ey S iy

gl Gl
o A s S Lot Bl e GV any

\oo



¥ :aaadl 0% :adall ey S iy

Yol



¥ aaadl 0% :adal ey S iy

YoV



¥ :aaadi 07 :adall ey Vo ¥ | ot gl
Bibliography

1. Translation of Mrs Willoughby-Osborne, A pilgrimage to Mecca
by the Nawab Sikandar Begum of Bhopal (London: W.H. Allen
& Co., 1870).

2. Translation of Mrs Willoughby-Osborne, A pilgrimage to Mecca
by the Nawab Sikandar Begum of Bhopal (Calcutta: Thacker,
Spink & Co., 1906).

3. Translation of Ibrahim Mohammad Al-Batshan & Sumama Faisal,
A pilgrimage to Mecca by the Nawab Sikandar Begum of
Bhopal (Delhi, 2013).

4. Annette S. Beveridge, The History of Humayiin (Humayiin-
nama), (Delhi: Low Price Publications, 1996).

5. C.E. Luard, Bhopal State Gazetteer (Calcutta: Superintendent
Government Printing India, 1908).

6. Dale F. Eickelman, and James Piscatori (eds.), Muslim Travellers:
Pilgrimage, Migration, and the Religious Imagination (London:
Routledge, 1990).

7. Guy Attewell, ‘Authority, Knowledge and Practice in Unani
Tibb in India, c. 1890-1930° (Unpublished PhD Thesis, University
of London, 2004).

8. Habib, Irfan, “Potentialities of Capitalistic Development in the
Economy of Mughal India”, Journal of Economic History, 29 (1),
(March 1969).

9. Journal of a trip to Mecca’ by Skandar Baigam, Ra’isah’ of Bhopal,
Bound manuscript in Urdu, Written at the suggestion of Major-

VoA



¥ :aaadi 07 :adall ey Vo ¥ | ot gl

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

Ved

General Sir Henry Marion Durand, 1883 [1284 sh] PP MS 55,
Durand, Box 2, File 12.

Lambert-Hurley, ed. 'A Princess's Pilgrimage: Nawab Sikandar
Begum's A Pilgrimage to Mecca' (Bloomington: Indiana
University Press, 2008); (Markfield, England: Kube Pub., c2007).
Leonard, Karen, “The 'Great Firm' Theory of the Decline of the
Mughal Empire”, Comparative Studies in Society and History,
21 (2), (April 1979).

Michael N Pearson, Pilgrimage to Mecca: The Indian Experience,
1500-1800, Arabic tr. Mi'raj Nawwab Mirza & Badruddin Yusuf
Muhmmad Ahmad, Makkah: The Center of Makkah History, 2013).
Muhammad Amin Marharwi, Begmat-i Bhiipal : Riyasat-i Bhiipal
ki das Begmat ka mufassal tazkirah aur unke shandar
karnamon aur farman rava’t ki 1100 H. se maujidah zamanah
tak ki musalsal tarikh (Bhiipal: Matba‘-i Sultani, 1918).
Muhammad Amin Zubairi Marharwi, Hayat-i Sultani (Agrah:
Matba'a Azizi 1939).

Muhammad Husain Siddiqi, Hindustan ki Bis Badi Khawateen,
(Karachi: Zamzama publication house, 2003).

Muhammad Mehdi, Tarikh-i Bhopal, (Agrah: Matba'a Azizi, no
date).

Muhammad Shihabuddin, Urdu me Hajj ke Safar Name, (Aligarh:
Universal Book House, no date).

Proceedings of the Indian History Congress, (Delhi: Indian History
Congress, 2002).

Ramusack, Barbara, The Indian Princes and their States, The



¥ :aaadi 07 :adall ey Vo ¥ | ot gl

20.

21.

22.

23.

24,

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

New Cambridge History of India, (Cambridge and London:
Cambridge University Press, 2004).

Razia Hamid, Nawab Sultan Jahan Begum, (Bhopal: Babul ilm
Publication, 2011).

Richards, J.F., “Mughal State Finance and the Pre-modern World
Economy”, Comparative Studies in Society and History, 23 (2),
(1981).

Sahiba, Tazkirah Begmat-i Bhupal, (Lahore: Darul Ishaat, 1933).
Shaharyar M. Khan, The Begums of Bhopal: A Dynasty of
Women Rulers in Raj India (London: 1.B. Tauris, 2000).
Shahjahan Begam, Taj al-Igbal: tarikh Riyasat-i Bhopal,
(Kanpur: Matba‘ Nizami, 1289 H./1872).

Siobhan Lambert Hurley, Contesting Seclusion: The Political
Emergence of Muslim Women in Bhopal, 1901-1930, PhD Thesis
submitted at the School of Oriental and African Studies, University
of London, May, 1998.

Sir William Muir, The Life of Mahomet and History of Islam, to
the Era of the Hegira, 2nd ed., abridged (London: Smith, Elder and
Co., 1877).

Sultan Jahan Begum of Bhopal, Hayat-i-Qudsi: Life of the Nawab
Gauhar Begum alias the Nawab Begum Qudsia of Bhopal, tr.
W.S. Davis (London: Kegan Paul, Trench, Trubner & Co Ltd.
1918).

Sultan Jahan Begum, Tuzke e Sultani, (Kanpur: Nazami Printing
Press, 1328 H.).

Tayyba Bi, Tarikh-i Farman Rawayan Bhopal, (Bhopal: Bhopal

V.



¥ :aaadi 07 :adall ey Vo ¥ | ot gl

Printing Press, 1977).
30.  The Begum of Bhopal’, The Times (London), 11 April 1865.
31. Yehya Khalil Arab Al-Ansari, Gulzar Yemen, (Karachi, 2001).

A



