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Abstract

A Descriptive and Historical Study of Prophetic Traditions about

Mazdaism in the Six Canonical Books of Hadith

Dr. Faisal Ahmad Naji Mohsin Al-ataei*

This study aims to collect and examine Prophetic traditions related to
Mazdaism in the six canonical collections of hadith. The Prophet (peace be
on him) explained certain matters related to the previous religions, gave
detailed rulings about them, and instructed Muslims how to deal with the
followers of other religions. The scholars of hadith sciences paid due
attention to such hadiths and tried their best to distinguish the sound hadith
from those of weak and unauthentic ones. The present study defines the
concept of Mazdaism, explains who are the followers of Mazdaism, and
investigates the places where they lived in the era of the Prophet (peace be
on him). Furthermore, it discusses the important issues and differences of
scholars about whether Mazdaism is a revealed religion or based on some
man-made rituals and doctrines. An inductive and analytical approach has
been adopted to collect, study, elaborate, and arrange these traditions of the
Prophet (peace be on him).
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Summary of the Article

This article is related to a well-known religion called Mazdaism, which is
one of the ancient religions. It has adherents and scriptures. It is still present
in different parts of the world. The primary Islamic sources such as the
Qur’an and the sunnah have discussed different aspects of this religion.
Muslims should know the Islamic provisions of dealing with them. Islamic
law considered them infidel due to their beliefs and doctrines.

Mazdaism is divided into following denominations: al-Thanawiyyah, al-
Zaradushtiyyah, al-Laghiriyyah, al-Bahafaridhiyyah, and al-Kharmiyyah.
The details of al-Laghiriyyah and al-Bahafaridhiyyah are not available in
the literature on religious studies. The rest of the three has been defined by
the scholars as follows:

Al-Thanawiyyah: They claim that light and darkness are eternal and that
they are the origin of all sciences. Good happens due to light and evil is
caused by darkness. Thus, they agree that light is better than darkness.

Al-Zaradushtiyyah: They affirm the prophethood of Zarathustra and
believe that three prophets will come after him and read his book Avesta.
They glorify fire to seek the favour of God.

Al-Kharmiyyah: They permitted and declared all the prohibited things
lawful.

The article presents some examples of legal rulings about the adherents of
Mazdaism who live in the Islamic lands.

1. In Mazdaism, marriage with sisters, mothers etc., is not prohibited.
In the era of the caliph Umar b. al-Khattab, such marriages were
dissolved because it was against Islam. Thus, they are not allowed to
do it, though their religion permits them to do this.

2. The Islamic state has the right to impose jizyah on the followers of
Mazdaism. Muslim jurists are agreed upon this. However, they have
a difference of opinion regarding the cause of imposing jizyah on
them because the institution of jizyah was declared by the Qur’an
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only for Jews and Christians. Thus, jurists have derived different
rationales (‘ilal) for the legitimacy of imposing jizyah on the
followers of Mazdaism.

3. The followers of Mazdaism used to shave their beards and let their
moustaches grow long. The Prophet (peace be on him) ordered the
Muslims the following: “Shave the moustaches, let the beards grow
back, and oppose the followers of Mazdaism”.

4. Eating and drinking in the pots of the followers of Mazdaism are not
prohibited after washing them. According to some Prophetic
traditions, when one of the people asked about the legality of eating
and drinking in the pots of the followers of Mazdaism, the Prophet
(peace be on him) replied, “Wash them and eat in them.

5. According to most Muslim jurists, the prey hunted by a Magus is not
permissible to eat for Muslims. Similarly, if a Magus hunts prey
through his dog, it is prohibited for Muslims.

One of the important issues which have been discussed by the experts of
Islamic law is that the Qadariyyah are the Magians of the Islamic
community. The reason for calling the Qadariyyah Magians is that as the
Magians said that God created the light but did not create the darkness, the
Qadariyyah said that God created the sound of thunder, but did not create
the sound of like drilling. Moreover, as the Magians said that God did not
create ignorance and forgetfulness, the al-Qadariyyah said that God did not
create memorization, knowledge and action.

One of the opinions regarding calling them Magians is that they affirmed
predestination for themselves but denied it for God. Likewise, they denied
Him the creation of their actions and affirmed this for themselves. Thus,
they resembled the Magians in attributing the creation of certain things to
God and others to other than God. Therefore, it is reprehensible to visit
QadarT patients and attend their funerals. As for those scholars who do not
consider Qadariyyah infidels, they interpret these traditions as implying
rebuke, harshness, and resentment against their views.

The conclusion is that Mazdaism is an ancient religion of the world, which
was originally based on the oneness of Allah and later on was corrupted by
false beliefs. Therefore, according to Islamic law, the followers of
Mazdaism are considered infidels. However, the traditions that declare the
Qadariyyah infidels are mostly weak technically.
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1993 AD).

Malik bin Anan, al-maiita’a (Beirut Dar ‘ihya’ al- Turath, 1406
AH).

Muhammad bin abdul Karim al-shahristani, al-imlal wa al-nahal
(mu’sasat al-halbi).

Muhammad bin Abdullah al-hakim, al-mustadrak ‘alia al-
sahihain (Beirut: Dar ul- Kutub al- ‘ilmiyyah 1990 AD).
Muhammad bin Abdullah ibn al-arabi, al-masalik fi sharh
maiitwa’a imam malik (Beirut: dar al-gharb al-islami, 2007 AD).
Muhammad bin Abdullah ibn al-arabi, al-qabas fi sharh maita’a
malik (dar al-gharb al-islaami, 1992 AD).

Muhammad Bin 'Abi Bakr Al-Razi, Mukhtar ul Sahah (Beirut: Al-
dar ul namuzijiat, 1990 AH).

Muhammad Bin Ahmad Al-Azhari, Tahdhib ul Lughat, (Beirut:
Dar 'lihya' ul Turath Al-Arabi 2001 AD).
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39.
40.

41.
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44,

45.

46.

47.

48.

49,

50.

51.

52.

Muhammad bin ahmad al-dhabi, siar a‘laam al-nubalaa’(Cairo:
dar al-hadith 2006 AD).

Muhammad bin ahmad bin salim, kashf al-litham sharh ‘umdat
al-’ahkam (Kuwait: Religious ministry,2007 AD).

Muhammad bin ahmad bin yousuf, mafatih al-‘ulim (Beirut: Dar
al-Kitab al-arabi).

Muhammad bin Alauddin al-hanfi, sharh al-tahawiat (ministry of
religious affairs, 1418 AH).

Muhammad bin ali, al-badr al-tali‘ (Beirut: Dar al- ma ‘rifat,).
Muhammad Bin Esaa Al-Tirmdhi, sunan al-tirmidi (Cairo: Mustafa
Al-babi, 1973 AD).

Muhammad bin Hiban, al-majrahin (halb, 1399 AH).

Muhammad bin idrees al-shafi, ikhtilaaf al-hadith (Beirut: Dar al-
ma ‘rifaf, 1990 AD).

Muhammad bin Ismail Al-Bukhari, sahih al-bukhari, (Beirut: dar
tatiq al-najat, 1422 AH).

Muhammad bin Jarir al-tabri, tarikh al-tabart (bairtt: dar al-turath
al-‘arabi, 1387 AH).

Muhammad bin yazeed al-qazweni, sunan ibn majat ( dar Risalah
al-‘alamiat, 2009 AD).

Muhammad tahir bin ali, majma“ bihar al-’anwar fi ghara’ib al-
tanzil wa lata’if al-’akhbar (Hyderabad: majlis da’irat al-ma‘arif
al-‘uthmaniat).

Muhammd bin ismail al-hassani, al-tanwir sharh al-jami‘ al-
saghir (Riyadh: maktbat dar al-salam, 2011 AD).

Muhmmad Amim lIhsan al-mujadidi, al-ta‘rifat al-fighiat (Beirut:
Dar ul- Kutub al- ‘ilmiyyah, 2003 AD).

Muhmmad bin Ismail al-bukhari, al-tarthk al-kabir (Hyderabad:
majlis da’raf al-maarif al-‘uthmaniat).

Mutahir bin Tahir, al-bad’ wa al-tarikh (maktabat al-thagafat al-
diniaf).

Nashwan bin Saeed al-Humairi, shams al-‘ulim wa dawa’ kalam
al-‘arab min al-kulam (Beirut: dar al-fikr).

Shamsuddin  Muhammad bin ahmad, al-‘uqad al-dariat min
manaqib shaikh al-islaam ahmad bin taimiat (Beirut: Dar al-
Kitab al-arabi).
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58.

59.

60.

61.

Sulaiman bin Ahmad, musnad al-shamiiin (Beirut: Mu’assasat ul
Risalah, 1984 AD).

Sulaiman bin Al-Ashath, sunan abi dau’ud ( dar Risalah al-
‘alamiat, 2009 AD).

Umar bin Ali, al-badr al-munir (Riyadh: dar al-hijrat, 2003 AD).
Yaqoot bin Abdullah, mu ‘jam al-buldan (Beirut: Dar Sadir, 1995
AD).

1992 AD).

Yousuf bin Abdul Rahman, tahdib al-kamal (Beirut: Mu’ assasat ul
Risalah, 1980 AD).

Yousuf bin abdullah bin abdul bar, al-istidkar (Beirut: Dar ul-
Kutub al- ‘ilmiyyah 2001 AD).

Yousuf bin Abdullah bin Abdul Bar, al-tamhid lima fi al-maiita’a
min al-ma‘ant wa al-’asanid (Al-Maghrib: Mininstry of Religious
affairs, 1378 AH).

Zain u din al-manawi, faiz ul gadeer (Cairo: maktabt al-tijariaf,
1356 AH).

Zakriya bin Muhammad, athar al-bilad wa akhbar al-‘ibad
(Beirut: Dar Sadir).



