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Hadith Narration by Meaning Between Critics and Deniers:

An Overview and Discussion-

Aziz Hamida*

Abstract

*

This article investigates the contentious issue of Hadith
transmission by analyzing two opposing scholarly perspectives on
"narration by meaning." The first perspective argues that the
entirety of Hadith literature was transmitted by meaning, thereby
rendering the Sunnah redundant for legal derivation. In contrast,
the second perspective advocates for the strict literal transmission
of Hadith, viewing "narration by meaning" as an exception,
permissible only for minor word changes. Utilizing analytical,
critical, and comparative methodologies, this study examines these
viewpoints through rigorous textual and doctrinal analysis. By
critically assessing the arguments surrounding the potential
dismissal of the Sunnah based on "narration by meaning," the
article seeks to clucidate the role of Hadith as a primary source of
Islamic law, particularly in its relationship to the Quran and legal
rulings.

Keywords: Sunnah, Narration by meaning, Sunnah Disapproval,
Legal Derivation
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Summary of the Article

The transmission of the Prophet's sayings (Hadith) has been a
focal point of rigorous examination within Islamic scholarship. A
significant area of inquiry concerns the concept of "Narration by
Meaning," which involves conveying the intended message or
essence of a Hadith rather than its exact wording. This nuanced
approach has elicited both endorsement and criticism from
scholars across different historical periods, highlighting the need
for a thorough investigation into its definition, underlying
justifications, and inherent limitations.

This paper explores the complexities of Narration by Meaning

through three distinct analytical frameworks:

1. The initial analysis focuses on the precise definition of
Narration by Meaning and the extent to which it is permissible.
Scholars have carefully delineated the boundaries within which
altering the wording of a Hadith is allowed, provided the core
message is preserved. This section will rigorously examine
these parameters, drawing upon relevant scholarly discourse
and established principles.

2. The paper then engages with the central scholarly debate
surrounding Narration by Meaning. It will explore arguments
in favour of this approach, particularly in cases where the
message’s essence is faithfully conveyed despite variations in
wording. Conversely, it will also examine the arguments
against its permissibility, emphasizing concerns about potential
misinterpretations and the importance of preserving the
Prophet’s exact words. A critical analysis of both perspectives
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will be presented, offering a balanced view of the ongoing
scholarly discourse.

3. The third section addresses common misconceptions and

underscores the essential role of established Hadith science
principles in assessing the authenticity and reliability of
narrations transmitted by meaning. It will clarify that Narration
by Meaning primarily pertains to verbal Hadith and is not the
sole cause of variations in Hadith expressions. This section will
also highlight the importance of rigorous authenticity checks,
including the scrutiny of the chain of narrators and the text of
the Hadith, to ensure the integrity of the Sunnah.
In conclusion, while there is scholarly consensus on the
potential acceptability of Narration by Meaning in certain
contexts, it is crucial to emphasize that this approach must not
compromise the fundamental principles of Hadith evaluation:
authenticity, reliability, and coherence with established Islamic
teachings. The acceptability of a Hadith narrated by meaning
depends on the specific details, contextual nuances, and the
credibility of the chain of narrators. By acknowledging the
complexities of this nuanced practice and adhering to rigorous
scholarly principles, Islamic scholarship can ensure the faithful
transmission and understanding of the Prophet's teachings.
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