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Novel’s Role in the Time of War: Lahn al-‘Ast as a Model

Khansa Muhammad Adeb Al-Jaji *

Abstract

Numerous tales have been written about events that took place in the world.
Some of these events were cheerful that would bring joy to the readers. On
the other hand, some of them were painful causing grief and sorrow. The
more knowledge we possess, the more we prosper and our cultural progress.
Thus, we developed the interest and the skills to write down the stories
about events that took place in our time. Nevertheless, it seems that in the
recent era all that we wrote about was wars, displacements and grief. The
closer the literature was to reality, the more accurate and alive it was. In
recent days, Novel writing has replaced poetry. In this study, I discuss a
novel that is closely related to the events of our present. It tells the stories of
the present days and the near past. The novel is written by an Egyptian
writer Samia Ahmad and is titled Lakn al- ‘4Asi (Melody of the Sinner). The
author has portrayed the adverse effects of war and displacement on Syrian
children and youngsters and explained their serious psychological problems.
This study discusses the extent of the author’s success, her vast knowledge
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of the events of our days, and her ability to penetrate the human psyche with
various capacities.
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Syria, war, Hama massacre, novel, Samia Ahmad, Lahn al- ‘Asr.

Summary of the Article

Literature is a depiction of human life, which is not created at all unless it
performs its function, that is, to express the human soul with its sufferings,
feelings, pleasures, and sorrows. The history of world literature, past and
present, has been packed with many literary works that made war the basis
of its events and recorded historical facts or effects on humans and others.
As for Arabic literature, many novels have appeared in the modern era, that
document the wars. In Egypt, the novel al-Gharib wa ’I-Rafa T was written
by Jamal al-ghitani, who was a war correspondent in the War of October
1973. The Egyptian novelist Makkawi Saeed believes that it is possible to
count the works of the novelist Fouad Hegazy as accurate documentation of
the realities of the war in the Middle East, especially his novel Prisoners Set
Barricades as well as his novel The Besieged, which deals with the struggle
of the Egyptian army during the war. On the sectarian war in Lebanon,
Ghada al-Samman wrote Beirut’s Nightmares and in Kuwait, Saq al-Bambii
was written by Saeed al-Sanousi and dealt in part with the Iragi invasion of
Kuwait and its effects. Similarly, Samia Ahmed published The Return of the
Wolf about the Chechen war.

Novelists differ in their handling of history from what historians do. The
former present a direct and final picture of events according to their own
interpretations. A novelist builds a world of history and its events regardless
of the historical sequence of events and their occurrence. Moreover, a
novelist presents a reflection of imagined reality and sometimes presents
virtual worlds. However, a historian presents real historical facts and
information.

The present article investigates the worth-consideration novelistic elements
in Lahn al-‘Ast by Samia Ahmed to identify how the writer employed them
in the novel, what are the indications that the writer referred to, and how she
shared psychological sufferings with others in the time of war. These
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elements exist in the title of the novel, the opening, the main and secondary
characters, the presentation of human models, and the conclusion.

The title of the novel Lahn al-‘Asi raises many questions and speculations,
draws shadows, presents connotations that have roots in the mind and
memory of Syrian readers, and presents a new addition to non-Syrian
readers. The word “lahn” refers to music, and “al-*AsT” refers to the famous
Orontes River, which springs from the foothills of the Lebanon Mountains
and passes through the cities of Hama and Homs. It is called the Orontes
because it springs from the south to the north unlike other rivers in Syria,
which originate in the north and flows to the south. The introductory
element of the novel occupies the utmost importance because it attracts the
reader’s attention. The writer relies on its importance to have a strong
influence on the reader, whether it is intended in itself or considered a
bridge to reach the main theme of the novel. The writer opened the novel
with a short, attention-grabbing narration that contains some ambiguity,
which stimulates and raises many speculations. The readers are not able to
decipher this mystery and decrypt its codes until they reach the end of the
novel in its last episode when they realize that the intended man is a
symbolic reference to tragedies and events that happened during nearly
thirty-two years from 1982 to 2014.

The writer relied on descriptive elements in portraying the characters. The
description may be more necessary for a narrative text than a narration. It is
easy to describe without enumerating, but it is not difficult to talk without
appreciation. Perhaps the reason for this is that things can exist without
movement while movement may not exist without things. In this novel, the
writer excelled in drawing the features of the two main characters on whom
the war had a profound impact, namely Lin and Omar al-Kilani.

Samia Ahmed successfully conveyed a true picture of what is happening in
Syria in terms of destruction and devastation affecting the country and its
inhabitants. It revolves around us in the unknowns of the human soul and its
pains and hopes that rise and fall according to the strength and severity of
events or their calmness. It is as if the writer wanted to add a colour of hope
and future in her description of the country after it was subjected to the
heavy bombardment of planes, the fight between the warring factions, and
the large displacement of the civilian population.
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