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Abstract

The Contribution of Delhi College to the Movement of Translation and
Research in the British Colonial Era
Abdul Malik Rasoolpuri*

This article aims to explore the contribution of Delhi College to the field of
translation in the subcontinent during the British colonial era. Translation
plays a pivotal role in the exchange of knowledge and culture. Its
importance multiplies in learning and teaching foreign languages. Delhi
College arranged for the education of its students in oriental studies and
Western sciences in their native language. The language of instruction at the
college was Urdu. Therefore, it translated the books, which were included
in the curriculum of the various classes. This paper analyses the idea of
instructing the students in their mother tongue, in this case, the Urdu
Language. Then it focuses on the establishment of translation societies and
mentions the list of the books, which were translated by these societies. The
paper also includes the biographical accounts of some prominent translators
who were associated with Delhi College, such as Shaikh Mamluk al-‘Alj,
Shaikh Karim al-Din and others.
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Summary of the Article

Delhi College was an ancient college, founded in 1702. It was a scientific
institution, whose roots extend to the Indian Islamic era. It was founded by
the Muslim philanthropist Ghazi ’l-Din Bahadur Firoz Jung. British
colonists decided to revive the scientific and literary heritage of India and
promote oriental studies and Western sciences among the Indian population.
They planned to convert some private schools into government colleges.
For this purpose, this Ghazi Al-Din Khan School was converted into Delhi
College in 1825. Furthermore, when the British government decided to
establish scientific departments in the college, the British officials and
intellectuals discussed the language of instruction in these departments.
That debate led to the introduction of English as the language of instruction
in all institutes except a few ones.

The British government established an intellectual body called the
“Educational Committee” in 1835 for the translation of textbooks according
to the needs and requirements of the departments and colleges. To supervise
this initiative an administrative committee of prominent scholars and writers
was formed. This committee included Mr Thomas, Mr Charles, Mr Rion
Shea, Mr William San Konsan of Kolkata, Mr Felix Butros of Delhi, and
Mr Dwarka Nate Tagore of Kolkata as its members. However, the
responsibility of managing was delegated to the Dean of Delhi College, Mr
Felix Boutros, who had extensive knowledge of oriental languages and
literature.

Since its establishment, the Delhi College made good efforts in revitalizing
the translation movement and made Urdu the language of teaching and
education. Therefore, the college needed to translate the books included in
the curricula for different grades into Urdu. To achieve this goal, a special
body namely “The Foundation for the Advancement of Science and
Knowledge in India by Local Languages” was constituted to accelerate the
task of translation.

The translation movement started in the college from the day it was
founded. However, it was slow-paced in some stages. Dr Felix Boutros who
took over the charge of the principal of the college paid special attention to
the translation movement and established the Vernacular Translation
Society on the premises of the college.

Afterwards, Dr Alloys Springer succeeded Dr Boutros. The former was a
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scholar of the same grade. During his time, many books were translated
from English, Arabic, Persian, and Sanskrit into Urdu, the mother tongue of
the students and the language of instruction in the college. He tried to make
the institution perform its services on the model of the Society for the
Diffusion of Useful Knowledge, which was established in 1826 in London.
The Delhi College continued to provide its scientific and cultural services
until the outbreak of the Revolt of 1857.

In his book “Marhiim Delhi College,” Maulavi ‘Abd al-Haqq mentioned
more than 128 translations made by the authors from different languages

into Urdu. If one looks at the names of these books, one finds among them
about 15 books that were translated from the Arabic language. Some of the
prominent books are as follows:

1. Tahrir Iqlidas a translation of “al-Ustil” or “al-‘Anasir.” It was
translated by Shaykh Mamluk al-*Al1.

2. Al-Tarikh al-Yamini translated by Shaykh Mamluk al-‘Alf.

3. Al-jami‘ al-Sahih Sunan al-Tirmidhi translated by Shaykh Mamlik
al-‘AlL

4. Tadhkirat al-Mufassirin/Tabaqat al-Mufassirin translated by Shaykh
Subhan Bakhsh ShikarpiirT.

5. Tadhkirat al-Fuqaha’ translated by Shaykh Subhan Bakhsh
Shikarpuri. It is a summary of the well-known book “wafayat al-
A‘yan wa Anba’ Abna’ al-Zaman” by Ibn Khallikan.

6. Tarjumat Tarikh al-Hukama’ translated by Shaykh Subhan Bakhsh
Shikarpiirt.

7. Al-Risalah al-Shamsiyyah fi ’1-Qawa‘id al-Mantiqiyyah translated
by Sayyid Muhammad Dilavi.

In sum, besides providing education, the Delhi College greatly served the
Indian society in the field of translation.
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