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Abstract

The Role of Animals in kalilat wa dimnat
(The Study of Semiotic and Seminal Values)

Qadeera Saleems

This piece of research brings animals characters used in the book titled
kalilat wa dimnat by ibn al-muqfa’ under a microscopic view, to see how
and what they are saying. The book is undoubtedly one of the stroke of
genius of Arab literature. The animals in this book are talking selves who
speak in all areas of life, politics, morals, and friendship. It is a collection of
allegorical stories by animals that fall within the art of fabrication; it is a
fine literature on its own.

He takes the approach of wisdom, setting examples for lessons and
education, which the writer adopts for amusement, ridicule or humiliation in
a manner that is carried out by animals for fear of the unjust ruler, where
animals exploit resourcefulness to achieve their ends, the wise men also
formulate tricks in order to carry out their educational role, and their
greatest influence on souls is to put proverbs on the tongues of animals.
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Summary of the Article

This research focuses upon the use of fables methodology and the
underlying message carried through this technique. In this effort, another
important aspect relating to semiotic and seminal values of the stories
narrated by birds and other animals have been highlighted which hitherto
remained overlooked. Distinctive style of the author out shines while
making comparisons to state governance and politics vis-a-vis degrading
morals and falling societal norms.

The research starts with a brief introduction, followed by elaboration of the
concept of semiotics language and terminology used in the book. The
research encompasses an analytical study of specific excerpts from the
book, referring to different animals presented as representative community
individuals. The article concludes with the summarized findings along with
quoting sources and references.

After reading the supernatural stories in the book of kalilat wa dimnat, I
reached the following conclusions:

1- The semantic study in the role of animals in the story is nothing but
an opening for other doors of semiotic understandings of our ancient
literary heritage.

2- As for the title of the book, kalilat wa dimnat, it is the gateway to
cross-literary texts and open the mind to many questions.

3- It is a targeted criticism of kings, notables of the state and politics
with symbols and metaphors.

4- The writer has presented animal characters imaginings of rulers and
princes using various artistic and linguistic means.

5- As for the art of philosophy and wisdom through the literary style, it
may perform an expressive function and an essential sign for the
researcher to explore the depths of literary texts.

Superstitious literature is not only for entertainment and for fun, but is a
fine literature in itself that embraces valuable education and lessons in the
folds of symbols and metaphors if we try to reach them.
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