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The Impact of the Interpretation of Mutawatir Qur'anic
Qira’at on the ldeological Construction of Doctrinal
Discourse in Sirah al-Shiira
Fatma Saad AL-Naimi=

Abstract
This study examines the impact of the interpretive guidance of mutawatir
Qur’anic readings in shaping the doctrinal discourse within Siirah al-Shiira,
with a particular focus on the nuanced shift in religious discourse between
Makki and Madani siirahs. \n the Makki sirahs, including Sirah al-Shiira,
the Qur’an addresses polytheists who reject the doctrine of monotheism and
deny the Prophethood of Muhammad (peace be upon him), necessitating a
tone marked by firmness and confrontation. In contrast, the Madani sirahs
speak primarily to a believing community and thus adopt a more instructive
and composed style. The research aims to elucidate the role of interpretive
guidance (tawjih) of Qur’anic readings in constructing the doctrinal
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framework of Surah al-Shiira, while also exploring the broader influence of
such readings across Makki and Madani contexts. Employing the inductive
method to gather variant readings, the descriptive method for classification
and presentation, and the analytical method for evaluating their theological
implications, the study demonstrates that Mutawatir readings significantly
contribute to the clarification of subtle meanings in the Qur’anic text. This,
in turn, enhances a comprehensive and profound understanding of the
doctrinal content, particularly concerning the divine names and attributes.
Moreover, the multiplicity of readings reflects the linguistic and semantic
inimitability (i jaz) of the Qur’an, offering diverse yet non-contradictory
interpretative dimensions that underscore the uniqueness of the Qur’anic
discourse.

Keywords: Tawjith al-gira’'at al-Qur aniyyah, doctrinal discourse, Sirah
al-Shara.

Summary of the article

The study undertakes an in-depth examination of the impact of the
canonical Qur’anic readings (al-Qira’at al-Mutawatirah) on the exegetical
discourse of Muslim Mufassiran. It situates itself within the broader
Qur’anic and linguistic sciences, highlighting the epistemic richness and
methodological versatility afforded by the variant readings transmitted with
Tawatur. The study underscores how the multiplicity of recitations, rather
than implying textual instability, serves as a hermeneutical tool that deepens
Tafsir and expands interpretive possibilities without compromising the
integrity of the revealed text.

Building upon a foundational awareness of the principles of Qira at and the
criteria of their acceptance, the paper illustrates through detailed analysis
how many exegetes—including al-Tabari, al-Razi, Ibn ‘Ashiir, al-Shawkan,
and others—integrated Qira’at as a fundamental resource for resolving
apparent textual ambiguity, explaining syntactic anomalies, and accounting
for semantic plurality. Through a selection of textual instances, the article
shows how alternative recitations often uncover latent layers of meaning,
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offering the exegete multiple linguistic and theological pathways to
interpret divine intent.

The study further highlights the scholarly consensus among the Qur’anic
specialists and muhaddithiin on the legitimacy of employing the Mutawatir
gira’at in Tafsir. It also emphasises the necessity of adhering to the
established methodology of the classical Usalis in balancing between the
transmitted (Nagli) and rational (‘Aqli) approaches. Thus, this paper not
only defends the role of Qira’at in exegesis but also posits it as a critical
axis upon which the Tafsir tradition has revolved.

The research concludes that the canonical recitations offer more than
philological variation—they are, in fact, a living component of the Qur’anic
discourse that contributed to the Tafsir literature's complexity, depth, and
richness. Through these variant readings, exegetes navigated intricate
theological debates, justified grammatical constructions, and preserved the
multiplicity of divine speech within the bounds of Tawgif and scholarly
rigour.
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