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Affirmation of Allah Almighty's Hands and Eyes in the

Authored Works of al-Ash‘ari (d. 324 AH): A Critical
Descriptive Study of the Divine Attributes in the Theology

Hasan Al-khattaf
Abstract
Al-Ash ‘art is widely acknowledged as the preeminent figure and undisputed

scholar of Ahl al-Sunnah. However, there is no scholarly consensus on the
content and authenticity of the texts attributed to him. This study
concentrates on analyzing the extant texts and accounts transmitted by his
followers. Given Al-Ash ‘ari’s influential status, the central question arises:
Do these texts genuinely reflect his theological stance and that of Ahl al-
Sunnah? Do they demonstrate consistency with Qur’anic verses and
Prophetic traditions, or do they represent a particular developmental stage in
his thought, possibly affected by textual alterations or interpolations? The
significance of this study lies in its ability to address these questions. The
study is structured into two primary sections, using descriptive and critical
methodologies. A significant finding of the study is the identification of a
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distinct literalist tendency in Al-Ash ‘ari’s works, including Magalat al-
Islamiyyin, which frequently contradicts the semantic implications of the
Arabic language employed in the Qur’an. This literalism also diverges from
the methodological approaches of his followers, particularly regarding the
affirmation of Allah’s physical attributes, such as eyes (‘aynayn).
Importantly, this literalism is not explicitly anthropomorphic but rather
implied within the text. A notable consequence of this trend is the neglect of
interpreting verses in the context of their revelatory context and thematic
coherence.
Keywords: Al-4sh ‘ari, Theology, Divine Attributes, Hands, Eyes, al-
Ibanah, Qur’anic interpretation.

Summary of the article
This research provides a critical and descriptive analysis of theological
teachings found in the works of Abi al-Hasan al-Ash ‘art (d. 324 AH), with
a particular emphasis on his assertion of the Divine attributes of Allah, i.e.
"hands" and "eyes." Al-Ash ‘ari is generally regarded as a central figure
among Ahl al-Sunnah and a key figure in the transition from Mu ‘tazilite
rationalism to a more traditional Sunni perspective. This study eschews the
intricate discussions regarding the veracity of all works attributed to him,
concentrating instead on the concepts presented in al-Ibanah, Magalat al-
Islamiyyin, and other central texts frequently attributed to him and cited by
his adherents.
The study examines whether Al-Ash ‘ari’s views on these Divine attributes
align with the Qur’an, Arabic language, and the early Sunni tradition’s
approach. This study employs descriptive, analytical, and critical methods
to investigate the theological content, commencing with textual sources and
expanding to a more comprehensive conceptual and linguistic examination.
The central conclusion is that Al-Ash ‘art asserts the existence of two hands
and two eyes for Allah, while disclaiming any physical shape or
characteristics, in accordance with the early Salaf’s methodology.
Nevertheless, the research posits that this stance exhibits a pronounced
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literalist bias and neglects the Quranic contexts and linguistic conventions
that imply figurative meanings. Al-Ash‘ari dismisses figurative
interpretations of "hands,” like seeing them as a symbol for power or
blessing, despite strong evidence in language and scriptural analysis. The
research criticizes this as a selective literalism that isolates particular verses
from their rhetorical and theological setting.

The study also reveals that Al-Ash ‘ari’s assertion of dual eyesis not
substantiated by the Quranic language, which varies between singular, dual,
and plural forms. The evidence supporting the dual form is limited, and the
use of “eyes"in the Qur’an is more suited to metaphors for Divine
protection, surveillance, and care. This broader view is in line with
several classical exegetes and theologians who understood these attributes
as metaphorical expressions of divine qualities like mercy, oversight,
and omnipotence.

The study's findings indicate that Al-Ash ‘ari’s approach, which aims to
establish the idea of Divine transcendence, creates theological and linguistic
contradictions by requiring a literal interpretation of dual physical terms
without providing sufficient context. This position is also challenged as an
accurate representation of the consensus of Ahl al-Sunnah and the early
community’s practices. This underscores the fact that some of his followers
diverged from his original ideas, implying the necessity for a more nuanced
comprehension of Ahl al-Sunnah that can accommodate various interpretive
approaches within established theological limits.

The research concludes by advocating for more thorough historical and
textual examinations to verify the legitimacy of Al-Ash ‘ari’s positions, the
potential development of his theological views over time, and the degree to
which these texts accurately represent his mature perspectivesor are
influenced by the polemical environmentin which they were
composed. Future studies could re-investigate the origins of Ash ‘art
theology by comparing al-Ghazali’s writings with pre-Ash‘ari customs and
early Sunni interpretive methods.
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