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The Concept of Tawatur in the Prophetic Sunnah According to
Theologians and Hadith Scholars: The Prophet’s Intercession for
Major Sinners as a Case Study
Hasan Al-khattaf *
Abstract

Many theologians (mutakallimin) and hadith scholars (muhaddithiin) have
deemed the hadiths concerning the Prophet’s intercession for major sinners
(ashab al-kaba’ir) as mutawatir (mass-transmitted). In some cases, this
assertion of rawatur has been employed as a polemical tool to silence
opponents, given the theological implications of denying a mutawatir
report, which could lead to accusations of deviation or heresy. This study
emerges from this critical question: Are these hadiths truly mutawatir? How
can we assess their tawatur in light of other authentic hadiths that warn
against major sins and suggest that their perpetrators will not enter
Paradise? The significance of this study lies in tracing the narrators of these
hadiths, evaluating their authenticity, and determining their frequency of
transmission. The research employs both the inductive and critical
methodologies. Findings reveal that the hadiths concerning the Prophet’s
intercession for major sinners are ahad (solitary reports) and do not reach
the level of tawatur. Moreover, the claim of tawarur appears to have been
made within the context of theological debate rather than based on rigorous
hadith analysis.
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Summary of the article
This article investigates the claim made by some Islamic theologians
(mutakalliman) and hadith scholars (muhaddithin) that the hadiths

concerning the Prophet Muhammad’s & intercession (shafa ‘ah) for the

major sinners (ashab al-kaba’ir) in his community are mutawatir—that is,
so widely transmitted that they carry unquestionable authenticity. The
research explores whether such a classification is valid, especially in light
of other hadiths that strictly warn against major sins and appear to deny
Paradise to those who commit them.

The author frames the issue within the theological debate between various
Islamic sects, particularly the Mu‘tazilites and Ahl al-Sunnah. While the
Mu'tazilites emphasized rationalism and rejected certain hadiths that
contradicted their five foundational doctrines, including eternal punishment
for major sins, the Ahl al-Sunnah accepted hadiths based on their
authenticity regardless of theological implications. In this polemical
context, the claim of tawatur often functioned as a rhetorical tool to silence
dissent and reinforce orthodoxy, since denying mutawatir hadiths implies
deviation from Islamic belief.

The study limits itself to a focused examination of hadiths specifically about
the Prophet’s intercession for major sinners, excluding general hadiths on
intercession or salvation. Employing both inductive and critical
methodologies, the article rigorously analyzes the chains of transmission
and reliability of narrators for key hadiths attributed to prominent
companions such as Anas ibn Malik, Jabir ibn ‘Abd Allah, ‘Abd Allah ibn
‘Abbas, and ‘Abd Allah ibn ‘Umar. Despite frequent repetition of the
phrase “My intercession is for those who committed major sins from my
nation,” the study finds that these reports are all ahad (solitary reports),
transmitted through limited and often weak chains that do not meet the
stringent requirements of tawatur as defined by Islamic legal theory.
Furthermore, the article explores additional hadiths where the Prophet
intercedes for “the destroyed,” “the sinful,” or “the impure,” examining
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whether such descriptions correspond to major sinners. However, the study
finds these additional hadiths even weaker in chain and inconsistent in
wording, often contradicting Quranic verses or each other, thus making
them unreliable as supporting evidence for tawatur in a conceptual or
thematic sense.

In conclusion, the article asserts that the classification of these hadiths as
mutawatir 1S not grounded in rigorous hadith methodology but rather
emerged from theological disputes, particularly as a counter-response to
Mu ‘tazilite denial of intercession for grave sinners. Ultimately, the research
upholds that while some of these hadiths may be authentic or even widely
accepted, they fall short of the threshold for tawatur and, thus, should be
treated as ahad reports. This distinction is crucial, affecting the doctrinal
certainty and obligation associated with these narrations.
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