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Muhaddithin’s Perspectives on Imam al-Shafi 7. A
Study of Jarh wa Ta“'dil Assessments and the Exclusion
of His Narrations

Abdulla Saitbekov*

Abstract

Imam al-Shafi T has been criticized by scholars from his own era to the
present. Key areas of criticism include his proficiency in Hadith, his rank
among the Muhaddithin, and the reception of his narrations within Hadith
studies. Although these critiques have been revisited in contemporary
scholarship, their origins can be traced to the early period of Islamic
scholarship. Notably, the initial criticisms arose during his lifetime and
intensified in subsequent generations. However, these critiques have not
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remained unchallenged. Eminent scholars such as al-Bayhaqi and al-Khatib
al-Baghdadi have addressed these issues through dedicated works that
continue to serve as essential references. Among the primary objections are
the critical remarks of Yahya ibn Ma in concerning al-Shafi 7 and the
absence of his narrations in the Sahithayn of al-Bukhari and Muslim. This
research seeks to examine these critiques in detail and contextualize the
methodological choices of the Hadith scholars within their historical and
intellectual frameworks, thereby offering a reasoned defence of al-Shafi 7’s
position in the Hadith tradition.
Keywords: al-Shafi T, Hadith, Muhaddithin, Jarh wa Ta dil, ‘ilm al-rijal,
Isnad, biographical evaluation, criticism, reception, transmission

Summary of the article
The research examines the critical responses to I/mam al-Shafi T by the
Muhaddithin, with a focus on the initial concerns about his qualifications in
Hadith and the subsequent scholarly justifications that countered these
objections. The study examines the origins and evolution of these criticisms
from the time of al-Shafi 7's contemporaries to later scholars, focusing on
the significant contributions of leading authorities, including al-Bayhagi and
al-Khatib al-Baghdadi, who issued comprehensive rebuttals to uphold and
clarify al-Shafi i's standing within the tradition of biographical
evaluation (‘ilm al-rijal).
The research refutes the claims that al-Shafi 7 lacked the qualifications
required by Imam al-Bukhari and Muslim, to an extent that his narrations
were not prominently included in the standard collections of Imam al-
Bukhari and Muslim. This study contradicts these claims by situating them
within the historical, methodological, and disciplinary boundaries that
influenced the compilation of the Sahihayn. This indicates that the absence
of these narratives from the collections does not imply a judgment against
the narrators' credibility or academic standing, but rather depends on the
compilers' particular standards and regional Isnad preferences.
The research provides a closer look at the contributions of prominent figures
in  Hadith criticism, including Yahya ibn Main, who is frequently
referenced for having criticized al-Shafi 7. This study’s close examination of
the reports attributed to him shows that many of these criticisms are
exaggerated, misdirected, or clarified in a manner that reinforces al-Shafi 7's
esteemed position among muhaddithin. The research notes that the
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muhaddithin not only narrated from al-Shafi 7 but also openly commended
his devoutness, accuracy, and expertise in usil al-hadith.

The research defends al-Shafi 7 by drawing extensively on classical texts
from the field of Jarh wa Ta'dil, highlighting the agreement among
prominent scholars who attested to his credibility and scholarly abilities.
The critique also highlights the shortcomings of modern polemicists, who
frequently overlook the complex differences between figh and Hadith
transmission and fail to consider the historical context of early Islamic
society.

The study ultimately confirms that /mam al-Shafi T was both a distinguished
jurist and a highly regarded narrator and scholar of Hadith whose influence
was consistently defended by prominent Muhaddithin across numerous
generations. Criticisms levied against him, whether initial or modern, do not
diminish his acknowledged contributions to the Hadith sciences, and the
methodological replies offered by the classical tradition remain sound and
authoritative to the present day.
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