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Exploring Epistemological Foundations for the Science of
Occidentalism (lIm al-Istighrab): A Methodological Study
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Abstract
This study is framed within an epistemological investigation that
focuses on the intellectual and methodological prerequisites essential
for generating knowledge. It scrutinizes the conceptual underpinnings
and fundamental requirements necessary to establish Occidentalism
(Ilm al-Istighrab) as a scientific discipline that critically examines and
analyzes the Western perspectives on Islam. This study explores the
requisite epistemological and methodological frameworks for the
formation of this field of knowledge, encompassing its thematic scope,
governing methodologies, objectives, central questions, and structural
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challenges. Addressing a pressing epistemological concern, this
inquiry seeks to address a critical academic concern within
contemporary Islamic thought by investigating the prerequisites for
establishing a systematic discipline capable of engaging the West as
both a subject of scholarly inquiry and as a discursive construct.
Adopting a critical-analytical perspective, this study employed
inductive, analytical, and evaluative methods. The study concluded
that ‘7lm al-Istighrab must transit from an accumulative and
fragmented phase to a methodologically grounded discipline, guided
by a clearly articulated epistemological vision. It emphasizes the
necessity of clearly delimiting the field’s subject matter, refining its
methodological tools, and organizing its core issues while addressing
subjective and objective epistemological constraints. Such measures
are essential for enabling critical and scientifically sound engagement
with the Western civilizations. The study further advocates for a
distinct conceptual differentiation between Occidentalism and general
Western studies, as well as between ‘Iim al-Istighrab as a discipline
and its philosophical foundations. Additionally, it calls for a
systematic re-evaluation of the Islamic intellectual heritage associated
with Istighrab, intending to collect, classify, and reorganize its themes
within a precise and disciplined framework.

Keywords: ‘Iim al-Istighrab, Occidentalism, Epistemology, Islamic
Thought, Methodology, Western, Islamic, Civilization, Philosophy of
Science.

Summary of the article

This study addresses a significant topic in contemporary debates about
Islamic knowledge, which includes the following issues: what
conceptual and methodological frameworks are required to establish
the Science of Occidentalism (‘/lm al-Istighrab) as a distinct and
independent academic discipline. This study is set against the larger
backdrop of epistemology, which looks at the criteria, scope, and
fundamental reasoning behind scientific fields. It takes a close look at
what the foundations of this new academic discipline might be,
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focusing specifically on the West—not just as a geographical or
political area, but also as an intellectual concept, a framework of
knowledge, and a civilizational system worthy of examination,
understanding, and critical reflection.

The research begins with the premise that conventional methods of
examining the West in Islamic thought frequently lack organization
and a clear understanding of knowledge. Therefore, it aims to
investigate the fundamental elements necessary to raise discussions
about the West to a scientific level in the future. This involves
specifying the topic, goals, approaches, and theoretical framework of
Occidentalism while outlining its main issues and conflicts. It also
highlights the subjective and objective knowledge barriers that hinder
progress in this area. These challenges vary from ingrained mental
tendencies to constraints in current research methods and models.

The study challenges the viability of Occidentalism as a field of study
using a composite methodological approach that combines analytical,
inductive, and critical techniques. By challenging Islamic
epistemological authority to reassert itself in the face
of prevailing Western epistemic paradigms. The research is a humble
attempt to contribute towards the decolonization of knowledge. It
promotes  developinga coherent, methodical, and  critically re-
examined body of knowledge rather than merely accumulating
Western knowledge. The study contends that this shift necessitates
both methodological rigor and a distinct epistemological vision that
redefines the parameters of interaction with the West.

The study concludes by arguing for a fundamental change that
would distinguish Occidentalism's actual construction as a science
with its own internal logic and academic legitimacy from
philosophical reflections on the subject. The article presents ‘Ilm al-
Istighrab as an urgent epistemological project and calls
for a methodical  arrangement of  classical and modern Muslim
texts about this field.
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