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Abstract
This study investigates the jurisprudential maxim, “If evidence is subject to
doubt, its validity as proof is nullified,” a principle that has received
insufficient analytical attention in Islamic legal scholarship. it seeks to
explicate the conceptual framework of the maxim, trace its authoritative
roots in foundational Islamic legal sources, and formulate methodical
criteria for its sound application in alignment with Divine evidence.
Through a combination of foundational, inductive, and critical
methodologies, it articulates a precise definition: “The inferential value of
evidence is nullified when it is counterbalanced by an opposing possibility
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that is equally probable and results in a contradictory interpretation.” This
formulation rests on two conditions: the presence of conflicting alternatives
and their equal epistemic weights. The study further analyses juristic
engagement with the maxim, revealing different patterns of application.
While some scholars adhered to the maxim’s conditions, others departed
from its methodological requirements, resulting in inconsistent or
unwarranted applications of the theory. The findings underscore the need for
greater precision and consistency in deploying legal maxims, highlighting
the risks of doctrinal instability when foundational principles are applied
without adherence to established guidelines. The study contributes to a more
disciplined and contextually grounded understanding of evidentiary
reasoning in Islamic legal maxims.

Keywords: Islamic legal theory, jurisprudential maxims, evidentiary doubt,
legal reasoning, usu/ al-figh, Islamic Jurisprudence, scriptural interpretation,
legal methodology, probative value, conflicting evidence, juristic analysis.

Summary of the article
The study analyses the theoretical framework, origins, and methodological

conditions for the valid application of the quoted maxim, which states that
when credible doubt or equally plausible alternatives are raised against a
piece of evidence, its use in argumentation becomes invalid. The research is
driven by the necessity to clarify the parameters of evidentiary integrity in
Islamic legal reasoning and to prevent arbitrary or unqualified applications
of the maxim.

This study defines the components of the maxim—evidence, doubt, and
reasoning—and establishes that its application is restricted to probabilistic
(zanni) forms of evidence. Through an analytical synthesis of classical legal
texts, this study identifies two indispensable conditions for the proper
operation of the maxim: (1) the opposing interpretation must conflict with
the primary interpretation in the legal ruling (Hukam), and (2) the competing
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interpretations must be equally supported in terms of textual and rational
evidence. Only when both criteria are met can the specific legal inference in
question be nullified, while other potential interpretations derived from the
same evidence may remain unchanged.

Building on foundational principles from the Qur’an, Sunnah, and qiyas, the
study demonstrates how the principle draws legitimacy from the Islamic
prohibition against acting on probability (Zann) in legal rulings, especially
when certainty or a qualified probability is required. They further show how
leading jurists such as al-Juwayni, al-Ghazalr, and al-Qarafi acknowledged
the importance of ruling out unjustified probabilities before accepting any
legal inference based on the textual evidence. The research applies this
framework to a series of historical and doctrinal case studies, distinguishing
between instances where the principle was properly applied and others
where it was misapplied owing to a lack of adherence to its methodological
guidelines.

The study shows that juristic engagement with this principle has not been
uniform over time. Some scholars exhibit a high degree of methodological
precision, activating or suspending the maxim based on internal conditions.
Others, however, misapplied the principle, either nullifying evidence based
on weak or implausible doubts or ignoring its relevance where it should
have been invoked, leading to inconsistency in legal rulings.

The research cautions against the casual invocation of doubt in evidentiary
contexts, stressing that the maxim should not be treated as a tool for
rhetorical dismissal but rather as a carefully bounded rule to preserve the
coherence and integrity of Islamic legal reasoning.
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