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Exploring Methodological Approaches in the Study of the Science of
Da‘wah During (2014-2024): A Descriptive and Comparative Study

Ismail Mohamed Al-Kubisi:
Abstract

This study examines the diverse methodologies employed by scholars in
Islamic Da‘wah, highlighting the key differences among them. It
emphasises that the holistic development of a preacher requires a focus on
four dimensions: knowledge, skills, values, and preaching principles. Using
a descriptive and comparative approach, the study analyses literature on the
science of Da‘wah published during 2014-2024, organizing it into thematic
categories based on shared characteristics. The findings reveal four major
approaches to Islamic propagation: The Qur’anic narrative approach, which
constitutes most of the literature, comprehensively explores all four
dimensions. Although less prominent, the prophetic narrative approach
primarily addresses the skills and values essential for preachers. The
heritage-based approach draws on classical Islamic texts but remains
underrepresented, with limited contributions to the field. Finally, the
humanities-based approach explores interdisciplinary  connections,

s B el cimy Il USS delns Blaul

*  Assistant Professor, Faculty of Shari‘ah, University of Qatar, Qatar.



¥ cadadl 09 :adall ey Vo S | ot 5|

particularly with mass communication and psychology, offering valuable
insights, especially in field research, but with a narrower focus. This study
highlights the need for further exploration of these approaches to enhance
the science of Islamic propagation and its methodology.

Keywords:  Preaching of Islam, Da‘wah, methodological approaches,
knowledge, science of preaching, psychology.

Summary of the article
This article presents a comprehensive examination of the methodological
approaches adopted in the study of Da‘wah over the past decade (2014
2024), utilising a descriptive and comparative scheme of the study. It
analyses how contemporary scholarship has addressed four essential
dimensions that define the effectiveness of Da‘wah: its knowledge base,
value system, foundational principles, and skill sets. These dimensions
illuminate the nature of preaching as both a scholarly discipline rooted in
Divine texts and a practical endeavour responsive to evolving social and
psychological realities.
The first approach focuses on extracting preaching methodologies from the
Qur’an, especially through its narratives, such as those of the People of the
Kahaf, Prophet ’Ibrahim, Prophet Misa, and Prophet Lugman. Studies
within this trend highlight the doctrinal, ethical, and communicative
richness embedded in the prophets’ stories. These narratives underscore
preaching rooted in sincerity, patience, trust in Allah Almighty, gradualism
and wisdom. They also shed light on diverse methods—including
motivation, analogy, storytelling, and constructive debate—as essential
tools for preachers, making this approach the most prominent and
extensively explored in the recent literature.
The second approach analyses preaching through the Prophet’s Sirah,
highlighting its role as a paradigm for transformative and context-sensitive
Da‘wah. Studies in this category focus on the Prophet’s spiritual training,
interpersonal sensitivity, and ability to balance mercy with assertiveness.
They emphasise strategies such as incrementalism, audience-appropriate
discourse, and aligning preaching objectives with the Prophet’s method of
nurturing the first Muslim community.
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The third approach explores preaching within the heritage of classical
scholars, extracting foundational rules and principles from works such as
Ibn Rajab al-Hanbali’s Jami‘al-‘Ulim wal-Hikam and al-Shatibi’s al-
Muwadfagqat. These studies highlight the ethical and the legal foundations of
Da‘wah, including the prioritisation of objectives, attention to outcomes,
and a wise understanding of gradualism, balance, and sincerity. They
emphasise that Da‘wah must operate within a well-defined framework of
normative rules and Magasid (higher objectives), ensuring its integrity and
relevance across time and contexts.

The fourth approach embraces an interdisciplinary orientation, integrating
the findings of psychology, media studies, and other social sciences to
refine Da‘wah methods and evaluate their effectiveness. This trend
highlights the growing significance of digital platforms, social media, and
online engagement as vital spaces for Da‘wah. Studies in this area
investigate audience dynamics, digital literacy, and the psychological
underpinnings of human receptivity, making it a promising and increasingly
vital area of inquiry in the field of Da‘wah studies.

Overall, this article finds that earlier literature in the field prioritised
foundational theorisation, focusing extensively on the religious and
normative aspects of Da‘wah, while recent studies have embraced
specificity, interdisciplinarity, and practical applications. The review
concludes by calling for further advances in empirical research and
comparative analyses of different prophetic narratives and historical
contexts. It advocates for deeper integration between preaching and
disciplines such as psychology, media studies, and sociology, highlighting
the need for evidence-based approaches that can effectively respond to the
evolving spiritual, social, and intellectual demands of contemporary
audiences.
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