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The Hanaft Approach of Maqasid al-Shari‘ah: An Applied Study on the
Obijective of Protection of Life

Jawwad Khalil Gholosh:
Abstract

This study aims to highlight the consideration of Magasid al-Shari ah,
specifically the aim of preserving life (Hifz al-Nafs), within the Islamic
jurisprudence through applied research on the Hanafi school. Islamic law
places great importance on maintaining life, considering it one of the five
essential objectives it seeks to safeguard. It prohibits exposing the human
soul to harm or destruction and rulings to ensure its protection in various
circumstances. The study explores the views of Hanafi scholars on the
status of Magasid in their legal theory and jurisprudential writings and
compiles a range of legal issues from diverse chapters (such as coercion,
interdiction, retaliation, jihad, dry ablution, prayer, fasting, etc.) that reflect
the principle of preserving life. Each example is analysed with its
underlying wisdom to reveal the beauty and mercy inherent in Islamic law.
The study also stresses the importance of reviving such discussions in
contemporary times to affirm the values and wisdom of Islam.

Keywords:  Magasid al-Shari‘ah, preservation of life, Hanafi school,
Islamic jurisprudence, five necessities, human soul.
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Summary of the article

The research presents a thorough academic analysis on how the Hanafi
school incorporates the objectives of Islamic law (magasid) into its
jurisprudential framework, particularly focusing on the objective of
preserving human life (Hifz al-Nafs). The research is framed as a practical
study, aiming to demonstrate the embeddedness of this objective in various
legal rulings and doctrinal positions of the Hanafi school. The study begins
with a conceptual foundation of magasid al-shari ah, defining it as the
higher objective and the underlying wisdom. The study supports lIbn
‘Ashiir’s comprehensive definition, which views magasid as the values and
purposes. The traditional tripartite classification of magasid into darariyyat
(necessities), hajiyyvat (needs), and tahsiniyyat (embellishments) is
reviewed, with special emphasis on the five darariyyat, notably the
preservation of life.

This research critiques the prevalent assumption among some scholars that
the Hanafis were less attentive to magasid compared to other schools, such
as the Malikis or Shafi is. It contends that although the Hanafis did not
write dedicated works on maqasid like later scholars such as al-Shatibr,
their jurisprudential methodology reveals a compact concern for legal
purposes. This is evident in their discussions on giyas (analogical
reasoning), istizsan (juristic preference), and masalih mursala (unrestricted
public interests), where considerations of human welfare and harm
prevention are deeply embedded in the discourse.

The study offers a rich textual analysis of both usz!/ (legal theory) and furi
(legal branches) within the Hanafi tradition. From classical jurists like 4bi
Hanifa, al-Sarakhst, al-Kasani, and Ibn ‘Abidin, the author extracts
numerous references demonstrating how the principle of preserving life is
actively engaged in legal rulings. In areas such as coercion, interdiction,
treatment of foundlings, the law of retaliation, medical ethics, ritual
purification, fasting, and even during wartime, the principle of #ifz al-nafs
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plays a decisive role. For instance, in the case of coerced disbelief or the
forced consumption of prohibited substances, the Hanafis prioritize the
preservation of life over formal legal obligations, permitting actions that
would normally be forbidden if they are the only means to save a life.

A particularly insightful part of the study examines the role of magasid in
guiding Hanafi rulings related to hardship and public interest issues.
Through an extensive review of legal maxims (gawa ‘id fighiyyah) like
“necessities permit the prohibited” and ‘“harm must be removed,” the
research underscores how these principles function as operational
mechanisms of maqasid in the applied legal reasoning of the school.
Furthermore, through illustrative examples from exegesis and Hadith
commentary, the author reveals how theological and ethical reflections in
the Hanafi tradition are suffused with a magasid-oriented perspective.

In addition, the study draws attention to numerous nuanced legal cases in
the Hanafi school, where jurists allowed the suspension or modification of
core ritual duties, such as salah (prayer) and sawm (fasting), in
circumstances of harm or fear of death. This demonstrates the dynamic
adaptability of the school’s jurisprudence in the face of real-world
complexities, guided by the overarching value of human dignity and safety.

Ultimately, the study concludes that the Hanafi madhhab, far from being
indifferent to the higher purposes of Islamic law, demonstrates a
sophisticated, albeit implicit, incorporation of magasid. Its jurisprudence
shows a deep concern for human well-being, particularly preservation of
life. The study calls for further scholarly engagement with Hanafi literature
through the lens of magasid and suggests potential avenues of research,
including thematic studies on specific magasid within the school.

This article substantiates the claim that the preservation of life is not only an
abstract ideal but also an operative norm within the Hanafi tradition. It
challenges the reductionist views of the school and highlights the need for
modern scholars to rediscover and rearticulate the maqasid-anchored
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reasoning that permeates classical jurisprudence. Such efforts are essential
for reviving the wisdom, mercy, and relevance of Islamic law in addressing
contemporary challenges.
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