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The Eloquence of the Holy Qur’an between al-Qira ah al-
Mutawadatirah and al-Qira ah al-Shadah: An Applied

Study of Verses from Sirah al-Ma tdah
Anwar Ziad Jabr Yaghi *

Abstract

This study explores the comparative impact of al-Qira’'ah al-
Mutawatirah and al-Qira’ah al-Shadah on the interpretation,
eloguence, and stylistic coherence of the Holy Qur'an. Focusing on
selected verses from Siurah al-Ma’idah, the research examines how
different readings affect the meaning through contextual and
etymological analysis. The study is driven by the significance of
Qur'anic recitation as a complex and often misunderstood discipline,
particularly concerning al-Qira’ah al-Shadah. By elucidating this
intricate subject, the research aims to provide valuable insights into
understanding and preserving the Qur'an. It emphasises the enduring
marvel and the miraculous Divine protection of the Qur'an, while
highlighting the crucial role of scholars in the preservation and
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serving of the Qur'an through meticulous transmission and accurate
recitation.

Keywords: Qira’ah al-Mutawatirah, al-Qira ah al-Shadah, Strah al-
Ma’idah, the Qur’an, eloquence

Summary of the Article

The Qur'anic recitations are generally categorized into two types:
Shad (anomalous) and Mutawatir (mass-transmitted). Scholars and
experts in the field outlined the criteria for accepting or rejecting these
recitations. Any recitation conformed in Arabic language, from any
aspect, and aligned with any of the Uthmanic manuscripts, even if by
implication, and has an authentic chain of transmission, is considered
an authentic recitation. It is not permissible to reject or deny such a
recitation; rather, it is one of the seven modes (ahruf) in which the
Quran was revealed, and people accept it, whether it comes from the
seven reciters, the ten reciters, or other reciters among the accepted
imams of recitations. If any of these three pillars; conformity to
Arabic; unification with Uthmanic manuscripts; and an authentic
chain; is missing, the recitation is labelled as weak, anomalous (Shad),
thus invalid, regardless of whether it is from the seven reciters or
those greater than them.

Based on the previous conditions, the Qur'anic recitations have been
further categorized into six types: Firstly; the Mutawatir recitations:
These are recitations transmitted by a massive group of people, such
that it would be impossible for them to have agreed upon a falsehood
through to the end of the chain. These include the ten recitations. The
second is Mashhur recitations: These are recitations with an authentic
chain that do not reach the level of Mutawatir, but they conform to
Arabic and the Uthmanic script, are well-known among the reciters,
and have not been considered anomalous or declared erroneous. The
third is Ahad recitations: These are recitations with an authentic chain
but either contradict Arabic grammar, or the Uthmanic script or are
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not widely known among the scholars of the field. The fourth is Shad
recitations: These are recitations with an inauthentic chain of
transmission or that have no valid basis in Arabic, even if they
conform to the Uthmanic script. The fifth is the fabricated recitations:
These are recitations with no traces of origin or chain of transmission;
they are considered incorrect. The sixth is the interpretive recitations:
These recitations add words for expression and interpretation.

This article examines the application of these forms of recitation in
Surah Al-Ma'idah (Chapter No. V of the Qur’an).
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