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ABSTRACT

In orientalist tradition the study ofSirah is an academic subject
not a religious one. The orientalists utilize non-religious sources
in this study including social sciences and other disciplines. By
the same taken, non-Muslim religious traditions, particularly the
Judeo-Christian tradition are also amongst their major sources.
With the passage of time, Muslim Sirah writers have also

accommodated this trend in their studies.

This paper attempts to understand and explore this trend by
analyzing the academic worth of these sources and their
significance in this discipline. It also shows how this approach
has widened the scope of Sirah study and created a space to
explore the life of the Holy Prophet‘@i as a historic personality
who has its ever lasting imprints on human civilization and

religious tradition.
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Abgaryan's critical edition, records the emergence
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Abbaside Century," in The Life of Muhammad, edited by Uri Rubin, Ashgate,
Sidney, 1998, P 367-370.



in Al-Imran (3:67), Muslims apparently fairly commonly
called themselves hunafa, and Islam hanifiyyah, at least

in the early years of the Islamic era.™
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"To the Syrian Christian, infant Islam could not have
appeared as entirely alien or exotic; in fact it must
have appeared more like a new Judaeco-Christian sect
than a new religion. In general, Islam's hostility to
Christianity was one of rivalry rather than of

conflicting ideology.'(rq)
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Hitti, P. K., History of Syria, Macmillan & Co. Ltd. London, 1951, P 523. -+4
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"Certain Orientalists go as far as making Islam in
many respects an heir of Syrian Christianity.'(r')
frr e o § P B by Ul s of of Ut 2 § 2 01
=5l b S e WJU"Q’(— Lir 1Lk G 3 e Py
Ut 2ot e Qe QL g #OE I Foben £ Fidst P Ut cti Ui
SEE TP L s g F B L L E Y el
S Bt £ 1o by U e
LAUIETE UGt G Sl i gt ek 1 2 s/ P
(M e St i LU P e
;w?/f/,xj S aosll §or e ik«%;ﬁé/d o ecwo 025 Sl B B e 51 41
Jl}’b/(ﬂf’r— =S ey, [F’/QV{ 5’}” &KL "&J‘%/{J o «f‘% &l,w JL ool
sy b L PO G fr R s ot S So QS S Fe
Sl

]

Ut £l mlil e U UIUE A T Fein & wl o FUlz
Tt el Jo QF st Fom St oo it £ e
ﬂﬁs+ g (G'ui' 4}%/ J,GCUUG’A iy &Eé/d 2_(Samir K. Samir) /"<
= "L'

orr e —re
ore Felw -

See Cook, M., Crone, P., Hagarism, Cambridge University press, 1977, P 3-5. —-FF¥



"The Prophet Muhammad as Seen by Timothy I and
Other Arab Christian Authors"
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Robinson, Maxine, Muhammad, Penguin Books, London, 2nd edition, 1996, -Ft
P 15,19,21,31.
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L. The Church in the Shadow of the Mosque, by Sidney Griffith.

2. The Encounter of Eastern Christianity with early Islam by

Emmanouela Grypeou, Mark N. Swanson, David Richard Thomas.

3. The Formation of Islam by Jonathan Porter Berkey.
4. Medieval Christian Perceptions of Islam by John Victor Tolan.
5. Western Views of Islam in Medieval and Early Modern Europe:

Perception of Other by David R. Blank, Michael Frassetto.
6. Christian Arabic Apologetics During Abbasid Period, 750-1258 by
Khalil Samir, Jorgen S. Nielsen.
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"Following the judgment of Georg Graf, most
modern scholars doubt the authenticity of these
widely differing reports, concluding that later

Christians in the Muslim milieu produced them.""™
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"Syriac Scribes and readers often changed the texts
that they were reading. In some cases, these
modifications motivated by the political and religious
challenges brought about by the Islamic Conquests

and subsequent Muslim rule. ™
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Penn, Michael Philip, Monks, Manuscripts, and Muslims: Syriac Textual Changes in -«
Relation to theRise of Islam, in Hugoye: Journal of Syriac Studies Vol. 12.2,

235-257, 2009, by Beth Mardutho: The Syriac Institute and Gorgias Press.



